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A decade of personal 
computing 


y-r M 


NOBODY ANTICIPATED the 
computer revolution would be¬ 
gin ten years ago. on August 
12th. 1981. when IBM released 
its Personal computer better 
known as the IBM PC. This ma¬ 
chine has created the computer 
industry and spawned more 
clones than any other electronic 
product in the 80's. 


It has made many rich and left 
many others jobless. It has creat¬ 
ed an industry with annual sales 
of well over S100 billion making 
secretaries word-processing ex¬ 
perts, created a new wave of 
computer-related crime, pushed 
business into the information age 
and spurred man-machine love 
affairs as passionate as peoples 


love for automobiles. 

Back then, IBM's asking price 
was 52,665 for its bare PC. 
Now, for the same price, you 
can get a machine with 35 times 
the processing power, 1,200 
limes the disk capacity, a high 
quality colour monitor and 
more. Yet, there has been a 
growing voico of criticism re¬ 


garding this wonder machine. 
Accusations of the PC being un¬ 
practical, difficult to use and 
lacking an advanced computer 
environment arc not uncommon. 
IBM's current vice-president, Jo¬ 
seph Guglicmi, who worked 
with the team in charge of devel¬ 
oping the original PC said, "I 
don'L think any of us had any 
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To promote tourism 

Project to focus on the heritage of 
the Hijaz railway, Muslim castles 


By Lina Arafat 

Sped til ip The Star 

A SPECIAL project will be 
launched in November whose 
aim is to increase public aware¬ 
ness of the Hijaz railroad line 
and the Muslim castles along its 
sides. The Director General of 
the Department of Antiquities, 
Dr Safwan A1 Tal, said that the 
project will be executed with the 
help of the Hijaz Railway Cor¬ 
poration, the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism, the Ministry of Education, 
Jordan Television and a number 
of tourism agencies. 

The project will also deal with 
the effect both the line and the 
castles have had on the Jordani¬ 
an society from the 16th cenlury 
up until the mid 20th century. 
Inc railroad, built at the turn of 
the century during Ottoman rule, 
connected Asia Minor tp the 
land of Hijaz through Syria, Pal¬ 
estine and Jordan. In addition to 
carrying pilgrims and other pas¬ 
sengers, the railway helped 
spread culture, new ideas, and 
architectural styles throughout 
the region. 

> Preparing for this project, Mrs 
Hanan A1 Kurdi, director of the 
archaeology promotion section 
at the Ministry of Tourism, said 



Daba' castle , one of many Ottoman period forts along the Hi¬ 
jaz railway 


that a special file of colored pic¬ 
tures and slides of the area along 
the Hijaz railway will be pre¬ 
pared for the occasion. In addi¬ 
tion, a documentary film on the 
project will be made in coopera¬ 
tion with Jordan Television. 

A special invitation will also 
go to schools, institutions and in¬ 
dividuals to prepare and contrib¬ 
ute to the project, which will in¬ 
clude lectures, field trips and 
special train trips to historical 
sites and train stations. 


The project will call for the 
need to renovate Muslim castles 
and stations along the railway 
line in order to promote tourism 
and preserve cultural heritage. 
Many Hajj castles were built 
. the Ottomans in Trans Jordan 
ong the Bilad A1 Sham pil¬ 
grimage route to Mecca some 
500 years ago. The last of many 
Ottoman legacies was the rail¬ 
road line that connected Con¬ 
stantinople to the holy city of 
Medina via Damascus in the ear¬ 
ly 1900s. ■ 


Women magazine takes a creative approach on issues 


% 


By Verna Masharqa 

Special to The Star 

JORDAN'S FIRST weekly 
women magazine, Bassma, 
scheduled to appear on the news¬ 
stands by the middle of Septem¬ 
ber. The magazine's Editor-in- 
Chicf Mrs Rawda Abo Taha 
says that the magazine will spe¬ 
cialize in women social and cul¬ 
tural affairs with special empha¬ 
sis on family issues, fashion, 
beaqty, medicine among others. 

Bassma, in Arabic the smile, is 
published by a group of Jordani¬ 
an "intellectuals who acquired 
professional skills working for 
several Arabic magazines." 

• "We want every item to spark ! 
with hope and optimism," says 
Abo Taha. 11 We select subjects in 
a way that will trigger interest in 
beauty and harmony in women 
of all social backgrounds. Qur 
readers should be smiling when 
reading our magazine.". 

• Abo Taha will also be the 
'■ Magazine's art designer because 



Rawda Abo Taha 

of her academic and professional 
experience in that field. She now 
runs her own design studio and 
is proud of her University of Ari¬ 
zona days where she studied fine 
art. 

Because of her,artistic back¬ 
ground, Abo Taha will introduce, 
some of her own fashion designs 
in the magazine styled" for Arab 
wromens tastes." But the maga¬ 
zine's fashion pageA will include 
the latest fa international fashion 
as well. 


Bassma's pages will feature, 
among others, special sections 
on interior decoration, advice on 
cosmetics and body care, health 
and healthy food in addition to 
society pages. 

"I don't want to disclose all of 
Bassma's small secrets," says 
Abo Taha. "Let that be a sur¬ 
prise to out readers." But one of 
the new innovations, Abo Taha 
will introduce in her magazine is 
what she describes as "a two 
generations encounter, where 
the view points of two genera¬ 
tions will be presented on a sin¬ 
gle subject "We are wailing to 
see the response of mothers and 
daughters, teachers and students 
on various social subjects," she 
says. 

Abo Taha is convinced that 
thp "smiling" character of Bass¬ 
ma and its creative approach to 
Arab women will assure the 
magazine credibility that will al¬ 
low it to compete with other 
well-established womens maga¬ 
zines in the Arab world. E 
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Local Briefs 

By Ahmad Shaker 


■ His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan willT? 
speech at the Arab-Japanese Dialogue conference which 
be held in Tokyo between 19 and 27 September, The Stark 
learned. The conference will discuss the role both Japan S 
the Arab world can play in forming a new Arab order anS 
settling the Palestine Question. It will also focus on W 
contribution to international legitimacy, its role during 
Gulf War and the war’s repercussions on Arab-Japan® U 
litical, economic and cultural relations. Prince Hassan vriiik 
represented by Mr Saleh Zoubi, the Parliament's general s«- 
retary. 

■ US Secretary of State Mr James Baker will arrive In At 
man next Wednesday on his sixth visit to the Kingdom m 
the end of the Gulf War. The government has prepared art 
port on the results of Jordanian-Palestinian contacts on tk 
peace process and the issue of Palestinian representation a 
the conference scheduled to take place in October. Mr Baker's 
visit to the region will focus on resolving the sticky issue of 
Palestinian participation in the peace parley. 

■ The government has decided to extend its support to tlu 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. (JPMC) to help it export hatit 
million tons of phosphate to Australia by charging JD 2Jlts 
on every ton that is exported. The government will use finds 
in the exports allowance in next year’s budget to (acres 
phosphate exports. 

■ Arab Potash Co. sources said that company will soon an- 
nounce tenders to purchase trucks and other vehicles fork 
Ghor Safi plant. The lender is worth $ 16 million, which (be 
company had obtained as a loan from the Islamic Develop 
ment Bank of Jeddah. 

■ Libya's minister for trade and industry will visit Amman a 
28 September to head his country's delegation to the meetinp 
of the Joint Jordanian-Libyan Economic Committee. 

■ Turkey's ambassador to Amman has been appointed at i 
new post at the Foreign Ministry in Ankara, The Star wz 
told. A new envoy will be named soon. 

■ The Cabinet has decided to retire ambassador Sultan Lutfi 
and will consider new appointments in its next meeting. A 
Royal Decree has been issued appointing Jordan's amtas* 
dor to Sanaa Mr Fnkhri Abu Talcb as non residing envoy to 
Djebouti. 
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Michael Casey 

Star Staff Writer 

FOLLOWING THE fall of com¬ 
munism in the Soviet Union in 

hie August, Jordan s small Com- 
Liisi Party is facing increasing 
unsure to change its name and 
focus on democratization rather 
than socialism. 

Pressure from younger mem¬ 
bers to shift party emphasis from 
Hanism/Unnism to democracy 
is forcing the older and conser¬ 
ve leadership to consider the 
may's fate in the wake of up¬ 
coming elections. These de¬ 
mands are causing an internal 
crisis that could force the parly 
io split in two within the next 
three months and spell the end to 
irty hardliners, most of whom 
j the fight to maintain a com¬ 
munist presence in Jordan de¬ 
spite official persecution. 

"The original model of our 
paity belonged to the Soviet Un¬ 
ion and it's time that wc- search 
fora new model, a special Jorda¬ 
nian model," said Dr Ibrahim 
Hijazin, a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party and the reform- 
minded Movement of Regions— 
the Committee of Coordination. 
’Our focus should be concerned 
with democracy, social justice 
and to keep on the communist 
struggle." 

To Hijazin and other reform¬ 
ers, the aborted coup by Party 
hardliners in the Soviet Union 
last August and the fall of the 
Communist Party from power re¬ 
vealed chronic problems in both 
the Soviet leadership and that of 
Iordan's Communist Party. They 
aw the shift in real power from 
central authority to the Soviet 
Union's 15 republics a result of 
authoritarian and undemocratic 
practices within the Communist 
raty. Those same practices have 
teen the driving force behind 
Jordan's communists for the lost 
i * years, and are now the focus 
attacks from party reformist. 
Not since the party was 
forojed to 1951 has there been so 
much debate over its future. 

^ thousand or so mcm- 
" r8 , arc “Ujfig for open debate 
®theparty's future and clcc- 
Woran party posL However, 
^i < 2 s T' aUve leadership has 
^changes calling reform- 
and worictng to 
diem from tho party. 

^ is lhcre has 10 
interna 1 life 
said Issa Mdanat, 
J^meinberand member 
^.Communist Politburo. 

political 

he understood 


rc* was con- 
WUnrif^ by ^ govera- 
^op^oy^ag^ the 


law, 
political par- 

copunuoisis 


balding govern- 
in the 
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influence the populist and reach 
the parliament. "The party 
should stop reiving on one pro¬ 
gram (Marxism) and not to iden¬ 
tify itself with many classes and 
to be decentralized and demo¬ 
cratic as well as slop considering 
itself the party of the intellectu¬ 
als, n he said. 

Other members, however, say 
the Communist Party in Jordan 
has always held special meaning 
to Jordanians not at all compara¬ 
ble to the failed regimes in East¬ 
ern Europe or the Soviet Union. 
They say the party has for dec¬ 
ades signified a group of acti¬ 
vists who have fought for the in¬ 
dependence of Jordan and the 
nationalistic interest of its people 
while paying the price with 
harsh prison sentences. Besides, 
they say historically communism 
has been associated with Arab 
causes; a Mend of the Palestini¬ 
ans and supporter in the fight 
against Israeli aggression. 

"We know the party has been 
affected negatively by recent 
events. But, we'll go to the peo¬ 
ple and explain to them that this 
phenomenon that has happened 
around the world is not perma¬ 
nent," said Amal Naffa, member 
of the Politburo. "I believe a ma¬ 
jority of Jordanians are sympa- 
...... _ . . thctic to the Communist Party 

1 he mam thing is there has to be democracy in the internal life of the because they have always sup- 

party. There has to be a new political program and a new internal people Imow^osePaSt 8 com- 
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system of how things take place," Issa Mdanat. 


into its structure. 

Hani Hourani, a leftist writer, 
agreed saying that Marxist 
thought in communist parties 
throughout the world and in Jor¬ 
dan has been an umbrella for to¬ 
talitarianism and for special priv¬ 
ileges. 

"Now that Jordan has entered 
into a democratic phase, the cri¬ 
sis within the Communist Party 
became visible," he said. "This 
has called on a need for Intellec¬ 
tual and political reform and the 
introduction of democracy with¬ 
in the party and that is why (re¬ 
formist) arc calling for democra¬ 
cy and the convening of a now 
party Congress. 

"These are legitimate demands 
and I hope they will be met by 
various communist leaders," 
Hourani said. 

Hardliners in the party, howev¬ 
er, are still dismissing such talk 
of crisis within the party and 
calls for reforms. 

Yacoub Zaiadeen, the secre¬ 
tary general of Jordan's Commu¬ 
nist Party, refused to answer any 
questions on changes in the par¬ 
ty or its future direction. He said 
that such talk is “silly rumors" 
and he was not ready to address 
such issues. 

Just as democracy is needed 
internally, Mdanat and other 
members say iL's lime the party 
focus their message on demo¬ 
cratic changes taking place and 


"There is no way to raise the 
slogan of communism and so¬ 
cialism when your struggling for 
nationalistic democracy," said 


elude nationalist, leftist and oth¬ 
er democratic groups — rather 
than only communist," Hijazin 
said. "We want a wide front and. 
elections are a part of it We are 
trying to have this party open to 
the public and parliamentary 
tasks because in a democratic 
system, you should have a wide 
audience and work through par¬ 
liament-" 

Hourani shores this belief say¬ 
ing in the long run there is no al¬ 
ternative but to have deep 
change within the party at ail 
levels. "Wc have an option of 
transforming the party into a 
progressive democratic party 
close to social democratic panics 
of Western Europe," he said. 
"Then, the party should have a 
coalition nature, which means 


that it would not be limited to 
the communist party and its in¬ 
ternal groups. But, including oth¬ 
er leftist movements sharing a 
common program and goals." 

In expanding the party's mes¬ 
sage, debate is raging on wheth¬ 
er or not to change the party's 
name. Some reformist believe a 
new name should reflect the new 
direction and have proposed the 
Democratic Social Parly or the 
Party of Progress and Democra¬ 
cy In Jordan. 

"Though there are differences 
in renaming the party, I believe 
the party's name should apply to 
current conditions the party Is 
living, 11 Hijazin said. 

Hourani said the present name 
is an obstacle and has to be 
changed, If the party wishes to 


VACANCY 


people know those against com¬ 
munist have always supported 
the aspirations of Israel." 

A decision on the name 
change and possible internal 
changes are expected in the next 
few months. If events go as 
planned, reformers say they will 
come out with a majority while 
party conservatives will form a 
new party focused on Marxist/ 
Lenmst ideals. That party, fo¬ 
cused on strict doctrine, may 
well spell the end to the conser¬ 
vative communist as it has else¬ 
where. 

But, Hourani disagreed saying 
the party is so amassed In crisis 
now that going in the direction 
of reform could actually bring 
thepariy together. 

"Democracy will offer a better 
framework to regain unity and, if 
open - to intellectual pluralism, 
tiien this could be the only guar¬ 
antee to party unity," he said. ■ 


^■Public and 

feofjjz ^ Communist 

wued to quell 
to ^ moo- 


ooed fcir 15 ycara for his com¬ 
munist activities. "We're not 
against it but we should not raise 
socialism as the direct aim of our 

struggle." . 

Instead, Hijazin said the party 
should work with other leftist 
groups lit fighting for the rights 
of tire disenfranchised while in¬ 
corporating the dominant mes- 


The Delegation of the Commission of the European Communities in Amman has a 
vacancy Tor a Project Officer with the following minimum requirements: 

— University degree 

— Ten years experience In project management, including execution of projects, 
supervision and preferably project appraisal. 

— Fluency in Arabic and English. 

— Preparedness for frequent travel In Jordan and Yemen. 

Candidate should have experience in drafting concise reports, minutes of meeting, etc. ■ 
The candidate will have the following responsibilities: 

— Assistant to the Counsellors (Economic and Development affairs) 

— Project appraisal 

r~ Supervision of project Implementation, including follow up of projects, drafting 
project reports 

— Supervision of contract execution 

— Participation In tender evaluations 

— Participation in negotiations with contractors, suppliers, etc. 

Remuneration will be commensurate with the qualifications and the requirements of the' 
position. * , 

The post is foreseen as long-term employment. 

Written applications should arrive at the following address no later than 22 September 
1991: ' . .';j - ‘ . .. ’ ■' ”, ’ 

Delegation ofthe Commission oMhe, European Comm uni tiee 

P.O. Box 9267 W 

• Amman * Jordan ... 
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The$10 billion deal 

Real crisis or political 
masquerade ? 


By a Star Staff Writer 

ISRAEL CONSIDERS it a slap 
on the face and Arab states say 
it's a welcome move in working 
to convene a Middle East peace 
conference. 

That was. the reaction this 
week to US President George 
Bush's request to delay $10 bil¬ 
lion in loan guarantees to Israel. 
The money would be used to 
help resettle the 300,000 Soviet 
Jews who have immigrated to Is¬ 
rael since 1989. Bush said Fri¬ 
day that Congress should act to 
delay the request 120 days so as 
not to upset the delicate Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations sched¬ 
uled to take place sometime in 
October, Members of Congress 
were mixed, but most signalled 
their support for such a delay. 

Israel responded to Bush's re¬ 
quest by saying it was an attempt 
to link their attendance of the 
proposed October Middle East 
Peace Conference to receiving 
the loan guarantees. They say 
the loan guarantees are neces¬ 
sary to sustain their economy 
ana absorb the influx of the in¬ 
coming refugees. 

A delay, said Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, is only 
a pressure tactic that could back¬ 
fire on the United States. Israeli 
sources said it might cause Israel 
to harden its position on Pales¬ 
tinian representation at a confer¬ 
ence. Shamir said a delay works 
against Israeli interest in harden¬ 
ing the positions of Arabs and 
called on Congress to approve 
the loan guarantees as soon as 
possible. At the same time, Is¬ 
raeli ambassador to Washington 
Zalman Shoval submitted the 
loan request and is hoping the 
powerful Jewish lobby group, 
American Israel Public Affairs 
• Committee (AIPAC), can per¬ 
suade Congress to follow Israel's 
demands. 

The guarantees sought by I&- 
rad are to borrow money from 
banks at preferred interest rates 
to build housing units and pro¬ 
vide jobs for refugees, Israeli of¬ 
ficials anticipate they will need 
to borrow at least $15 billion of 
the $50 billion needed to resettle 
Soviet Jews over the next five 
years. • 

The delay^ Israel says, comes 
at a crucial lime for them, partic¬ 
ularly since ils economy is run¬ 
ning at 21 per cent inflation, it 
; feces a projected $3.3: billion 
. budget deficit and that its cabi- 
: net already included $2 billion 
[ of the loan request into: their 
; ly92lpidgefc'. 

t However, some Jordanian pol- 
! iticians said that the Israeli re- 
;; sponsd to . the; delay tactic Was 
adding that the 


, comes 
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President Bush: The Eisenhower precedent 


Bush Wednesday said the 
United States would cover the 
cost of delaying the loans and it 
appeared this was a move toward 
making a compromise with Is¬ 
rael. 

"Israel is trying to push the 
loan request through, now, be¬ 
cause they want to show Bush 
their strength so as to gain addi¬ 
tional influence in the peace con¬ 
ference," said Nidal Sukhtian, 
head of the Arab-American Ami- 
discrimination Committee(ADC) 
chapter in Amman. "Or, they 
want Bush to make some kind of 
a compromise. They want tp re¬ 
ceive a price for delaying their 
request" 

Jordanian and Palestinian lead¬ 
ers reacted with.a more positive 
response in support of the delays 
saying Israel will have to give 
back something in return for the 
loan guarantees. Jordan's Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Ensour told 
the Jordanian News Agency Pe¬ 
tra that the delay is consistent 
with the US position that settle¬ 
ments should be halted in the oc¬ 
cupied territories. 

Kamel Abu Jaber, director of 
the Jordan Institute fbr Middle 
Eastern Studies, said, however, 
that the delays could mean much 
more than rhetoric fbr US— 
Israel relationship, now and in 
the future. 

"This is probably the first time 


hower, dared challenge an Israeli 
leader publicly and certainly the 
first time a president (since Ei¬ 
senhower) has threatened to use 
economic aid as a weapon 
against Israel;" Jaber said. "In, 
short, the United States is telling 
Israel that it has obligations to 
the rest of the world, including 
the Arab world, and secondly 
that the reality, of this is nxxe 
glaring since the Gulf War," 

In the long run, Jaber said the 
delay, whether approved by Con- 


is only another battle of wits be¬ 
tween the two governments. It's a 
way for the US to indicate its 
displeasure with the whole settle¬ 
ment issue. ’ 

In settling more than 100,000 
Jews in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip since 1967, settlements 
have remained the major obsta¬ 
cle to solving the Israeli-Arab 
conflict in the eyes of Arab lead¬ 
ers and the United States. 

Sukhtian said in the midst of 
all this rhetoric there is little for 
Arabs to gain. But, there is much 
for Israel to lose— if they resist 
delaying the loan request. 

"Arabs never stood to be 
counted in the policies of past 
American administrations, so 
why should the American admin¬ 
istration even consider the Arab 
point of view at present," Sukh¬ 
tian said. "The delay only has a 
cosmetic effect and contains 
nothing of essence when the 
loans will be given anyway." 

Sukhtian and others said they 
believe the reason behind the 
Bush delay is that It prevents 
Arab countries from being totally 
alienated from the peace confer¬ 
ence, But, he said, the . under¬ 
standing of- a future approval 
only tells the Arabs that the land- 
for-peace formula is a facade. 

"Bush's formula is granting 
land for peace based on UN reso¬ 
lutions 242 and 338," he said. 
"But, if the US grants Israel the $ 
10 billion in- guarantees, it will 
effectively take the land out of 
the formula because the $10 bil¬ 
lion will go towards resettling 
Soviet Jews in the occupied terri¬ 
tories." 

Jaber, on the other hand, disa¬ 
greed and regarded the delay as 
the perfect chance for the Arabs 
to further improve bad relations 
forged by the Gulf War. 

"I|hinkwe,lntheAr*wc» 14 , 
should go beyond the mere slog¬ 
aneering we indulge ourselves m 
and see L 




mg mote, than political show¬ 
manship aimed at getting some 
kind of concessions for accept¬ 
ing a delay. 
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500 students stranded after US 
embassy rejected their I- 20 s 

Michael Casey 
Slur Staff Writer 

FAISAL YOUNIS went to the American embassy in August tom* 
what he thought, was a routine trip to revalidate his student viaai 
could return to the United Slates to finish his doctorate dam**? 
State University. ^ 

But his application wns rejected effectively putting his pfaasa 
hold and possibly ruining his ambition of teaching at a Jordanian 1 
veraity after graduation. 

"I asked them; arc you penalizing me for being successful; aj 
Younis, who holds two master degrees and was 18 months away &a 
getting his Ph.D in business ndministration/finnnce. "What they did* 
me was shocking. Approving student visas has never been like hi 
before." 

Younis is one of nearly 500 Jordanians students who have eifc 
called or coinc into the Amman chapter offices of the Arab-Ameria 
Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), after ADC ran an advertise¬ 
ment in Sunday's Jordan Times calling on Jordanians holding an I-H 
university acceptance and who have been refused US visas to cornu 
the organization. ADC volunteer Dr Aida Dabbas said most of (host 
coming in had been academically qualified, accepted into an Anti 
can university and had adequate proof of financial ability. 

Tm positive this is just a case of post-war discrimination," Dabbas 
said. "There have been more cases of refusals than acceptance 
we’re going to formally complain to the embassy." 

She said some students hgve been rejected without justifiable 
sons while others, presenting up to JD 65,000 in savings or (to 
ments of properly ownership in Jordan, arc being told they don't hat 
"adequate roots” in the country — indicating that they would usefc 
student visa to emigrate to America and escape the bad econook 
conditions of Jordan. 

An American embassy spokesman, however, rejected claims ill 
the policy of granting student visas had been affected by iheGtf 
War or Jordan's stand during the crisis. He said, from his obsew 
tions, students were being treated wiih respect and their cases beij 
handled fairly. 

"There is no quota system," the spokesman said, insisting on® i 
nymity. "From what I've seen, students arc being given lime toor 

S ilain their cases and are given a fair hearing. Nothing unusual ta¬ 
ng done and no one is being singled out." 

In the past, students with 1-20 forms, adequate financial tackist 
good academic records and proof of lies to Jordan had little pnxn 
receiving a student visa, Dabbas said. Things, she said, changed » 


creased and economic conditions in the region dramatically decM 

That is the feeling of ADC/Amman Chapter Director Nidal S# 
tian and agencies in Amman working to help Jordanians pi|* 
American universities. They feel the American visa policy Jsbeaj 
driven by politics at the expense of qualified Jordanians — sowj 
whom only came back for a visit ana are missing the first ww* 
classes at American universities. , . 

One of those missing classes is 41-year-old Younis, who 
ing to return to his rented apartment in Kent, Ohio, on njjyj 
with his wife and three children and start school on 3 Septanw, 
addition to suffering delays in writing his dissertation, he was ran 
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private sector moves to absorb 
returnees, expand investments 


Bv Rand Al-Habash 

Special to The Star 

ie the government attempts to 
Jul with the problem of hun- 
fate of thousands of returnees 
? adopting procedures and reg- 
lations and enacting laws, at- 
jttiion is turning to the role of 
Ihe Kingdom's private sector in 
absorbing most of die highly 
skilled labourers and profession¬ 
als into existing projects or new 

^Ffcderalion of Jordanian Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce (FJCC) 
Chairman Mr Mohammed As- 
four said that FJCC is formulat¬ 
ing ils own view of the returnees 
problem, but noted that there are 
negative and positive sides to the 
issue, "Which side will prevail 
depends mainly upon measures 
and procedures to be taken to 
mobilize the savings of the re¬ 
turnees into local investment and 
nationalize the inflow of capital 
that could occur due to such 
event,* Mr Asfour said. 

FJCC has started a program to 
register all employment vacan¬ 
cies that could be available for 
those returnees. Such a program 
h directed towards higher cali¬ 
bre of employment. In other 
words, it excludes labourers. 
‘FJCC feels that many of the 
new comers have experiences in 
various professions and trades 
that we, the private sector, can 
benefit from < Mr Asfour said. 
"Therefore, we are trying our 
best to absorb such people with¬ 
in our activities." 

- Such steps are taken in co¬ 
operation with the Ministry of 
labor, but Mr . Asfour admits 
(hat such measures alone will 
not be enough to absorb all pro¬ 
fessionals into the private sector, 
which is already overburdened. 

To deal with the problems of 
opportunities entailed in the ro- 
taniMs issue, FJCC is urging 
pnwte sector establishments to 
wotider expansion through new 
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Returnees: Looking for the positive side of the tragedy 
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. ^ ( T n . n ‘ good relations with the United 

: In this game of hardball poli- States, and I think they should 
ticsb^ween Iaad,aod the US, use this loan de(ay to further 
some political analysts , raid this strengthen ties."» 7 


The French SchooLin AmmaH will start 
on IS qf$eptemberl99l at 8:00 mfordl class# 

ofiayi*'*V*'. * 
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mm indication that he may not return to Jordan after lus 

"I have absolutely no plans to stay in the Stares 
hurts me most," he said. T just want to finish my 
to work in a Jordanian university or think lank, while helping . 

Pf ^vWn»Me , ijp in ihe air and I don't know 

added. "Every, timethe phone rings, I jump because i “**^3 

good will come out of the calL"i — 

ALCAZAR HOTEL. AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 

EXCURSIONS TO PETRA, WADI RUM.GLASSBOI 
' BOAT TRIPS, 

SNORKELLING UNUMTIBD DIVING, 
INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED DIVING COURSES 

ALL THIS AND NIOCH MORE AVAILABLE IN 

’ . installments ' v;! 

$N.iOY NOW*-.-...,..., PAY LATER 3| 
POR MORE DETAILS. CONTACT TEL: 03 31 , 
' • -"• FAX:——— 
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investments. Also, it is urging, 
the government to increase its 
backing of the private sector by 
providing additional facilities 
and enacting new laws. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr Asfour the private sec¬ 
tor needs to ex¬ 
pand in the 
services field like 
tourism, consul¬ 
tancies, manage¬ 
ment and admin¬ 
istration. 

On the other 
hand, JFCC is 
providing those 
returnees who 
have money and 
arc possible in¬ 
vestors with nec¬ 
essary market in¬ 
formation, 

feasibility studies Mohammed Asfour 
and advice on the 
areas of invest¬ 
ments. By doing so, JFCC hopes 
that those returnees would estab¬ 
lish themselves in Jordan instead 
of elsewhere, and by doing so 
they would bo hiring some 01 the 
talents and skills that ore now 
available in tho job market. 

"The shrinking of the public 
sector, means increased produc¬ 
tivity and Increased growth, 10 - 

S " r with less burden on the 
ury and less deficit in the 
el," said Mr Asfour. "This 




four added. 

Within the concept of motivat¬ 
ing the private sector, Mr As¬ 
four pointed out that a number 
of steps have been taken lately 
including the amendment of the 
Law of Encour¬ 
agement of In¬ 
vestment, the in¬ 
troduction of 
regulations - to 
limit administra¬ 
tive and "red 
tape"obstacles, 
the elimination of 
restrictions jm 
capital and labour 
movement, and 
the improvement 
in the investment 
climate in gener¬ 
al. Such proce- 
i sfour dures, in Mr As- 
four's view, are 
not biased in fa¬ 
vor of Jordanian investors, but 
offer incentives to all investors 
since the idea is to broaden the 
production base, increase com¬ 
petition and improve quality of 
products to allow Jordanian 
products to compete in the inter-, 
national market. 

"Several monetary, fiscal and 
administrative procedures have 
berm adopted, and one could say 
that there has been an encourag¬ 
ing rate of Increase in our ex- 

. __u a _ it~ 
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Economy Briefs 


■ A report published by Sawt A1 Saha'b daily has said that 
Jordanian banks showed a decrease in assets and facilities 
growth rates as well as profitability during 1990. It said 
commercial banks' profits had fallen from JD 43 million in 
1989 to JD 34 million in 1990 while return on shareholders' 
equities dropped from 22 per cent to 17.7 per cent for the 
same two years. The report ranked the Arab Bank first in 
terms of assets volume at JD 1110 million. Housing Bank 
came second at JD 617 million followed by the Jordan Is¬ 
lamic Bank at JD 245 million, Cairo-Amman Bank at 231 
million, Jordan Bank at JD 176 million, Jordan Arab In¬ 
vestment Bank at 152 million and the Jordan National 
Bank at JD 146 million. Jordan Kuwait Bank came eighth 
with total assets at JD 145 million and was followed by 
Grindlays Bank at JD 110 million. The British Bank for the 
Middle East was ranked 10th at JD 103 million while Jor¬ 
dan Investment and Finance Bank was 11th with assets 
worth JD 874 million. It was followed by Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International at JD 773 million, Arab Land 
Bank at JD 626 million. Business Bank at JD 493 million 
and City Bank came in 16th at JD 404 million. 

According to the report the Arab Bank assumed 33 per 
cent of total bank assets while the Housing Bank assumed 
18 per cent of the total 

■ Minister of Labor Mr Abdel Karim Al Dughtni said in a 
paper presented to the Prime Ministry last week that the 
rate of unemployment in Jordan has jumped from 3.6 per 
cent in the early 1980s to 16.8 per cent in 1990, but is now 
estimated at no less than 20 per cent or 140,000 Job seekers. 
On foreign workers in Jordan, the minister revealed that 
their numbers has risen from 80,000 In 1980 to about 
200,000 in 1989 and to 250,000 by the middle of 1990, but 
then dropped to 165,000 by the end of last year as result of 
the Gulf crisis. He said that number of Jordan's work force 
had risen from 420,000 in 1980 to about 583,000 In 1989 
and then jumped to 630,000 in 1990 also as a result of the 
Gulf crisis. Labor Ministry figures indicate that the num¬ 
ber of Jordanian workers leaving Jordan to work abroad 
had dropped from between 6,000 to 8,000 annually in the 
first half or the 1980s to less than 3,000 annually in the sec¬ 
ond half of the same decade. Mr Dughmi said that at least 
30,000 Jordanian expatriate workers had returned to the 
country by the end of 1990, but is now estimated at 50,000. 
He said that 68 per cent of those applying for jobs, accord¬ 
ing to ministry and Civil Service Bureau figures, are fe¬ 
males and that 64 per cent of them are intermediate college 
graduates while 23 per cent are university graduates Tills, 
Mr Dughmi concluded, means that Jordan's unemploy¬ 
ment problem is mostly structural and that unemployment 
is rife among the educated, while 85 per cent of those apply¬ 
ing for work seek opportunities with the public sector. 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 



Friendly Atmosphere 

ftlRihab 

restaurant 

at the newly opened .. 


<TKi 


offers an extensive 
menu in traditional &. 
modem cuisine 

TRY IT NOW 
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infrastructure. ; 

"Jordan Is moving in the right 
track, and Its economy will get 
out of this state with capa¬ 
bility and effectiveness, said 
Mr Asfour. "It wiU make bell* 
use of its oWn resources and. 
Will show more ' efficiency m 
dealing wife ewreomic issues 
and problems.” ■ 


Open deify f 2:00-3:30 
■ • l-' 1 P’dr. 

6:30-Midnifhi 


til.697601/2 amhan 


Granada Hotel 

.••••• &. . 

AntlgoNabll Restaurant 

Wekomeyoutoa pleas¬ 
ant stay and sumptuous 
European 4 Oriental 
meals. 

Located In a quiet yetcen- 
tralarea.; 

tstclrckjebel Ataman, 
Tel&MJU 622617 
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By Cristina Malak 
Special 10 The Star 

AMMAN BECAME a center of 
high fashion this week when ten 
outstanding Italian models pre¬ 
sented the latest works of well- 
known designer Prince Egon 
Von Furstenberg. The show was 
held on Monday at the Marriott 
Hotel, which also sponsored 
Prince Furstenberg ana his en¬ 
tourage's visit to the Kingdom. 

Prince Furstenberg, manager 
of the Furstenberg couture, flew 
directly from Rome where he 
had just displayed his Latest col¬ 
lection, most of which were 
shown at the Amman event The 
show focused on Furstenberg 
couture auUimn/winter collection 
for 1991 and next year. 

The collection is mainly dedi-. 
cated to the modem ambitious 
woman who knows how to value 
her own sensuality and feminini¬ 
ty, according to Prince Fursten¬ 
berg. "I have designed very fem¬ 
inine clothes. It should look right 
everywhere. New York, Tokyo 
or Amman," he says. 

Prince Furstenberg, who is 
Austrian nationality but has 
lived in New York for 22 years 
before settling in Milan, has 
been in the fashion business for 
16 years. During that period, his 
work.has been recognized all 
over the world and eventually 
won him prizes in America, Ita¬ 
ly, Mexico and South America. 
He is also a member of the 
Chamber Delia Couture Ifalienne 
and the Council of American de¬ 
signers. 

Since- his childhood, Prince 
Furstenberg developed a talent 
for design. He used to draw on 
anything available, "When I was 
a small child, I even used to de¬ 
sign in my school books which 
irritated my teachers," says the 
45-year-old designer. 

But fashion is a risky business 
and it was decided that the 
young Prince Furstenberg should 
choose a more stable career. Ac¬ 
cordingly,' he entered the univer¬ 
sity in Geneve and later graduat¬ 
ed with a degree, in economics. 
In New York, ho was offered a 
banking job where he stayed on 
for three years.'Not surprisingly, 

' he discovered that this whs not 
what he wanted. "U was a boring 
life, so much routine. I had to 
change iti Life is too short and 
one should enjoy it, n he says. 

As a result- he started (airing 
evening courses in design before 
enrolling in a design school. He 
later graduated from the Fashion 
Institute of Technology in New 
-York and started out nis career 
as an assistant and buyer for sev¬ 
eral fashion: lines at Macy's 
where he stayed on for five 
Years.! His early assignments 


UlM 


Prince offashion 
shows his magic 



Litac/blue evening gown (above) and red evening dress (top right) for fashionable women 



Simple, but stylish day wear dress (above) and a colorful attire (above) for working women 


were in maternity clothes, but as 
time passed -and his talents be¬ 
came. noticed, the young prince 
was asked to design something 
of hjs own. Hjs designs ’wlete 
positively received and soon he 
‘ business, be had al- 


. ways wanted. 

"That gave me the confidence 
to move on. I knew I was on the 
right track," he says. He moved 
on to start to design his own 
: fashion liije for men. And al¬ 
though he now has his own cqu 


ture, he is still making designs 
for Macy's, Bloomingdalcs and 
other big department stores in 
the United Slates. 

Today, Prince Furstenberg de¬ 
signs five fashion lines for wom¬ 
en, which includes women's 


sports wear, day I 
evening .dresses/ln^fe’ji 
also designs bridal gownS} 
arc very popular beSeoS 

romantic touch, He also dS 
Jewels, hand bags, 
and a men's colotS 

There is a difference beta* 

designing for others and (o b 

a couture says Pn^F^ 
berg. To have a couture. 
must fulfill certain requireSeS 
For example, the studiTS 
have at least 16 sca/nstresreiai 
the customer must be able 6 
come to the atelier for raeas^ 
ments. In addition, at bo 
dresses must be available foi 
fashion show and at lean te 
shows must take place each w 
during the fall and summer .& 
though Prince Furstenberg krm 
designing and is very succeril 
at it, he says that "after so ma 
years at the top, there is sooe- 
limcs a fear that inspimb 
might run out," he says. 'A fc 
signer is an artist. I create (As 
lines not only clothes, but its 
not really the designer's rape 
sibiiity. The designer creates id 
inspires other collections." 

Prince Furstenberg worksvil 
many different materials fc 
silk, velvet, lacc among oftm. 
The only fabric he dislikes 
cn. He loves colors, buisaysitf 
each season requires its own u- 
icrinls, colors and style. 

At the Amman fashion shoir. 
70 dresses were exhibited, lb 
first costumes were reminka 
of Uic 60s; wool, velvet, lareai 
embroidered pieces were rocs- 
porated. Lots of colors like fri. 
lilac, brown and orange its 
also used in the dresses, Day ri 
evening dresses, evening gw* 
and a simple but stylish ad it 
mantic wedding dress rectW 
good praise from the audience. 

It was later possible for id* 
cslcd buyers to order deMj* 
clothes from the designer » 
self. Measurements could 
cn and delivery was promised* 
an acceptable timolimit j: 

In addition to the ten PJJ* 
sional models, four h#® 1 * 
models were doing a great p 
modeling part of the collect* ' 

Prince Furstenberg IJW. 
chooses tho models hinwj* 
cause he says it is 
they can move well with 
and have good proportions mp 

hpnnce Furstenberg^ 
models left Amman TJgJ. 
The group will today. Th^\ 
present another show in 
before moving cm tojw , 
Rome. Pnnce FmswawKj 
mous clients mchrie W 
Benton Liza Minelli, Sou* .. 
STlte Agnalll 
Von Furstenberg. ■ 
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j FROM THE PAST — Artist's conception of shoe- 
wM Jackson with "Black Betsy" 

'field of Dreams' come true at last 

r-!g . 8 *ri>ck 001 Shoeless Joe Jackson. Reggie Jackson ho- 
_ oaed off Eddie Clcotte. 

''^SJhSe ^ ^° U Brock became pitchers. Beefy Larry Drake 
".jMihhkeaven? . . 

T™ ?wa on a hazy, lazy Labor Day afternoon. A team of 
l 6 * 81 * 61)8501)811 players faced a group of actors and oih- 
'^jwtttes in the first competitive game on the diamond that was 
; hsrtowir j cornfield for the 1988 movie "Field of Dreams." 

tailed as competitive, anyway. The game was loosely played 
»^SS ckec P inB was even looser* At one point, the celebrities 
OAtnS.i mrw whon P™ wrestling announcer Missy Hyall beat 
)' Tha^lSiIi 6119X111 Wros tiing match on the third base bag. 

were declared 9-4 winners even though Reggie 
*1 tea/SH 1,11 Lbree-run homers for the ballplayers, 

feid k n5n 4 of ^ m ovic and just wanted to see what the 

^ Pepitone the former New York Yankees' first 
bus y these days teaching at fantasy camps. "It 
? ^vard to coming back next year if I'm still alive." 

■ AjkKS’ ' e 11 tragic and mystery associated with the field 


Mike Powell 
gets to know 
Bob Beamon 

• Mike Powell had the sports 
experience of a lifetime Iasi 
week. Then he had another mo¬ 
ment that almost matched it. 

"I met Bob Beamon for the 
first time since I set the record," 
Powell said last week. '"I didn’t 
think he respected me, but it 
turned outthat all he knew about - 
me way what was reported. He 
didn't really know me at all. 

"He met me, hugged me and 
started crying. It was a great mo¬ 
ment for me, an emotional one 
that I'll always remember. The 
feeling I got way that he was 
passing the torch on to me. We'll 
always have a special friend¬ 
ship/ 

Powell broke Beamon’s 23- 
year-old world long jump record 
of 8.90 metres (23 feet-2 and 
half inches) with a leap of 8.95 
metres (29 fcet-4 and half inch¬ 
es) at the World Athletics Cham¬ 
pionships in Tokyo last Friday. 


Life ban for 
Papua Rugby 
League star 

# Papua New Guinea banned 
one of their top rugby players for 
life last week because his sup¬ 
porters rioted after an interna¬ 
tional against France. 

Forward TUiyo Evei, who was 
dropped for the game already in 
July, but was watching from the 
stands, admitted to the Papua 
New Guinea Rugby League judi¬ 
ciary he knew of plans by his 
supporters to cause trouble at the 
match but did nothing to stop 
them. 

The tribunal decided Evei had 
investigated the incident and 
found him guilty of misconduct 
and attempts to bring tho gatne 
into disrepute. 

At the end of the match, which 
France won, Evei fans stormed 
the ground, verbally abused dig¬ 
nitaries, including Governor- 
General Sir Seri Eri and' coach 
Skerry Palanga and threw mis¬ 
siles into the stands. 

Gary Player 
Leads South 
Africa's return to 
World golf 

• Gary player will lead South 

Africa's return to the world golf 
stage when he captains their 
team in the Dunhill Cup at SL 
Andrew's' in Scotland next 
month. ' .. 

The event's sponsors said the 
South African's had been irtvited 
to take pod following Japan's 
withdrawal ..The Cup dates, Oc¬ 
tober 10-13! clash wrth the Japan 
Open. 

The republics last appearance 
in international golf was at the. 

1978 World Cop. 
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FIFA studies alternative to penalty shootout 

• The International Football Federation (FIFA) could replace tho 
penalty shoot-out with a corner count to decide drawn matches in 
knock-out competitions if neither side scenes in extra time. 

But thefirst team to score in the 30-minute extra time period would 
win and play would end at that point 
A FIFA commission meeting during the World Under 17 Champi¬ 
onships held in Rome last month studied how to avoid teams playing 
for a draw and trying to win on penalties, the Italian sports daily Gaz- 
zetia Dell* Sport reported. It said FIFA asked "Task force football 
2000" including France coach Michel Platini and Mexican striker 
Hugo Sanchez to look into the issue after receiving hundreds of com¬ 
plaints after Argentina wpn through to last year's world Cup. finals. 

The Baghdad Chamber Ensemble 

Continued from opposite page 

and oboist at the Iraqi Symphony ' 

Orchestra. 

The Chamber Ensemble per¬ 
formed Allegretto Pastorale by a 
Palestinian composer Salvatore 
Amita. In Agnes Bashir's opinion 
it is a "professionally composed, 
maceful and fluent pastoral with 
Oriental intonations . She would 
like to include tills musical piece 
in the Ensemble's repertoire. 

The National Music Conservato- 
in co-operation with the 
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it possible, for tho second time in 
Jordan, to organize this most pro- Agnes Bashir 
fessional and prolific group's per¬ 
formance. During the Gulf war 

the musicians could not rehearse, but hardly hod the deafening ca¬ 
cophony of bomb explosions become silent, when there emerged 
once again the graceful sounds of classical music?. With its creative 
and healing power. • . • 

The group performed for the full house at Rashid Theater on an ear¬ 
ly April Friday morning. "It had to be in the morning since there was 
no electricity and no air-conditioning* recalled Bashir. - 
With her strongly traditional Caucasian musical background .and 
formal classical ipusio education at the Moscow Conservatory, com¬ 
posing is second nature to her, says Bashir. She has an Instinctive 
^feer for Arabic music. "Arabic music, to me, is like a child — phys¬ 
ical, sensual, rhythmic. Classical music is like a mature elderly man 
— spiritual and intelligent. It is symmetrical and tends to be too 




It stands somewhere between the two. That is why Rackhmaninoff 
and Schubert reach the hearts of the audience, not so much Handel," 
Bashir says. 1 ,, _ 

She likes to compose her music in the tines and spirit of Romanti¬ 
cism. It is her favorite "medium". It is "sensual, emotional, humane, 
harmonious?,she added heartily. • 


Oriental and Arabic music," £ashir says. Pertiaps this "method 
brought about thaL special liveliness and freshness in her original 
compositions for she Is a prolific composer. Among her compositions 
are Iraq Symphony, Ashlar Ballet Suite, Ashlar Symphonic Poem, 
performed at the 1st Babylon Festival. She also composed a full 1.5 
hour ballet, with her own libretto. Forty-five ballet .dancers were en- 


woncs normauy unui u pra ovay uay, auxyx, ruwja, miai 
only works for 3 hours — strictly rehearsals. The day is divided be¬ 
tween teaching, rehearsing and composing. Her husband, Fikri Ba¬ 
shir, violinist, and artistic director at the Iraqi School of Music and 
Ballet, Is also the ensemble's manager. Tough and feminine, she has 
earned a reputation as a dedicated musician, whose professional opin¬ 
ion and views are reckoned with. , . 

Agnes Bashir believes that music arrangement is an essential part, 
of music education. She made countless music arrangements herself.; 
She normally takes up an epiotionally appealing piece of music, pref- 
erably a belter known piece, introduces."laqsim", method of improvi¬ 
sation, and works on it. She delighted the audience with her arrange¬ 
ments of Tchaikovsky's Adagio and Waltz from Sleeping Beauty, 
SviridofTs Romance and Waltz from a Russian film, based on Push¬ 
kin's Snow Storm abd. Khacfraturian's Waltz masterfully played by 
the talented musicians of the ensemble.! 


" Tv? Ta n'. ■ i; ■ *3 'wHli 


is always a stratum in the general public who Is knowledgeable, 
cal, demanding, but -also very appreciative. Playing for such a group 
is a special pleasure for a musician. And it is its response that cquntt; 
Thdrieactlon is a critorion of our performance," Bashir says. ■ 
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Jalal Rifa'i/Ad-Dustour 


Arab world at the crossroad 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's warning that a storm of changes is immi¬ 
nent in the Middle East unless the winds of reform are unleashed should 
be heeded by all those who are concerned about peace and stability of 
this region. 

The King's speech before the European Parliament in Starsbourg on 
Wednesday touched on the fundamental realities of the Middle East and 
warned of the specter of a catastrophe if a just and honorable solution to 
the Arab-Israeli dispute-is not achieved. 

The King's remarks are worthy of the attention of both foreign and 
Arab leaders. King Hussein was the.first leader to warn of the bloody 
consequences of the Gulf crisis if a diplomatic solution was not reached. 
He was the first statesman to caution the world of the tremendous hu¬ 
man, material and environmental costs of igniting a war in the Gulf re¬ 
gion. Today we live the horrifying aftermath of the then avoidable war, 
whose price will never be justified. 

But as we pause for a while In anticipation of the peace that was prom¬ 
ised to this region, we are reminded of the catastrophic alternatives to 
peace that await this area and its people. These alternatives come at a 
time when the Arab world is more divided than ever, not only in the po¬ 
litical sense, but also economically, socially and culturally. Never before 
has the prospects of peace been so close. 

On the other hand, the time has never been ripe, as is now, for massive 
upheavals that could sweep through the region creating additional suffer¬ 
ing and chaos. 

. This region has had its fair share of wars. It is hungry for peace. Its 
people are ready for a peaceful transformation; to steer their, efforts into 
the direction of development and advancement. The King has made it a 
point to remind us and the rest of the world of the legacies we will be 
leaving to future generations. 

At this stage of our history, that legacy is more of a curse taking the 
form of heavy debt burdens, unjust distribution of wealth, shortages in 
water and basip natural resources, abject poverty, unemployment, region¬ 
al strife and backwardness. V, , ■ 

In the midst of these terrible realities, Jordan has been moving slowly, 
but confidently towards a better future. Its path has been filled with ob¬ 
stacles in the shape of regional instability, forced migration of Palestini- 
ans into Jordan, a country which received thepr with open arms and treat¬ 
ed them as full-fledged citizens, aqd the heavy cogt of the Arab-Israeli 
-conflict which has been raging for decades and had cost hundreds of 
thousands of lives and billions of dollars in material losses. 

Still; Jordan should becpme an example to be followed. Today, it is the 
orfly country in the Arab world to have successfully introduced demo- 
cratic Values and institutions into i ts system. It has a long way to go, but 
. its nascent democracy, survived the enduring tests of the Gulf War arid - 
t economic recession. .. 

■ ■ Todayv;Jordan is- contributing to the peace process because it has not 
; wavered ftom its flmi belief in, totemational legality. For these reasons/ 
-the West should nurture Jordan's peaceful march towards development.. 
.cooperation and; democnjicy* ft :i*f at thdse .trying times that: the West- ■ 
should intervene to help apd-supppil afpen&iH ‘:T: ; : ; ‘ 


Redrawing maps, redefining limits 
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By Salim Ayoub 

It is about time we start thinking about 
some long-established political and diplo¬ 
matic terminology, which we had taken 
for granted, not only for the sake of being 
fair to history but also in the aim of serv¬ 
ing our own interests. 

Historic events like the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, which led to the rebirth of a united 
Germany, the dissolution of the Warsaw 
Pact, the Gulf War, and most recently the 
collapse of the Soviet Communist empire, 
can be considered as indicators to what 
lies ahead. 

The Gulf War was the first practical test 
to the New World Order, a world void of 
superpower tension and Soviet influence. 
We in this pan of the. world should keep 
that in mind, in view of the proposed Mid¬ 
dle East' peace conference scheduled for 
next month, and which will be co-chaired 
by the US and the Soviet Union. 

From this perspective, the role of the 
Soviet Union at the proposed conference, 
and even before the second Russian revo¬ 
lution led by Boris Yeltsin took place, 
should have been labelled as irrelevant. 
Still, Soviet participation in the planned 
conference came about, ironically, after 
US and Israeli approvals. The two coun¬ 
tries were adamantly opposed to such So¬ 
viet role in the Middle East until the re¬ 
cent past 

Today we must ask ourselves what 


good would the presence of the Sov* I f " X 

2 a - ASSKSSSI lie Arab world was al 
KSaSSbSJK.ftK; I a peace deal tb 

relied on the friendship and aEw*31 W 

the ex-camarades for decades, Tk\&1 1 

undoubtedly aware of this factor and ha I Dr As'ad Abdul Rahman 
dealt with u appropriately. I ° 3 

Israel welcomed such participation bt 1 -m ANSWER such a question wlfh- 
cause, first, it served as an acceptable b §' 5 the present mood of the 

nmt to renew its diptomatic retail»'* I KS would be closer to for- 

^pwantiy,! W ^diing than to scientific reason- 
1 Arab world has never been 


VVhat price if the peace process fails? 

The Arab world was already a victim of inherited crises when the Gulf trauma took place. Before 
striking a peace deal there is a need to address the issues and probe the mood of the Arab masses, 
9 writes Dr Abdul Rahman in this first part of his study. 

By Dr As'ad Abdul Rahman I The US arguments of self 

3 ■ deteimlnation, violation of intonation 

TO ANSWER such a question with- n al frontiers, the inadmissibility o 

. . tiv. nresent mood of the forced annexation of territories, dis 


opened the doors for the unconditkaji k 
flux of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

From the Soviet point of view, flu 


w -0 — - ———*0 ill UjC LU. V ynmw"— - » 

tical terms it was an act of appeasements E- scientific or haphazard prognosis, we 
America's behalf. » first examine the crises cur- 


"A" conference, rather than a Mkkflt 
East peace conference, will take ptae 
simply because we lack other al lemma 
The Soviet presence will be no more lisa 
ceremonial. 

It is time for reflection. It is rime for re¬ 
defining things and terms,- including ■su¬ 
perpower". During the last few weds, 
(he world has witnessed some exbaonK- 
nary events that have changed the com 
of history. The proposed Middle Eat 
Peace Conference will not be the last to 
undergo some modifications. ■ 


A formal population policy? 


By Firas Raad 

THE COMBINATION of Jordan's high 
fertility rate and the recent influx of thou¬ 
sands of refugee (with the prospect of 
many more to come) spells an almost cer¬ 
tain demographic nightmare for Jordan's 
foreseeable future. 

The unofficial estimates for the year 
2000 put the population of the country at 
around 4.85 million, excluding net immi¬ 
gration. With immigration the figure 
could be somewhere around 5-5 million. 
The implications of such a rapid growth 
in population in a low-income country 
like Jordan are sizable and serious. The 
social investment necessary 10 absorb Jor¬ 
dan's growing population— that Is to pro¬ 
vide basic services such as food, water, 
electricity, housing, education and health 
services may not be forthcoming in the 
near future; especially in light of the con¬ 
sequences of the Gulf War. 


Also Jordan's young population stric¬ 
ture assures the phenomenon of demo¬ 
graphic momentum— meaning the lap 
the number of young people, the pester 
the probability of continued population 
growth. 

If left unchecked, Jordan's rapid pops- 
lion growth will completely retari lie 
country's development plans. It wul se¬ 
verely strain the accumulation of saying 
and investments, depress per capita Ml 
standards, and obligate the government to 
spend on non-dcvelopmental wettw 
plans. ^ 

What is the solution? There are no asy 


redly rocking the foundations of the 
! Arab polity. It is important to note, 
however, that although these enses 
, mg aggravated by the catastrophic 
Gulf War, they had existed for a long 

before 1 L „ , . 

1 More titan 40 years of continued 
: military, economic and political con- 
; foliation with Israel has _ left the 
■ Arab masses vulnerable, impover¬ 
ished and bitter. Arabs everywhere 
became increasingly frustrated by the The fact that the Gulf states opened 
passivity of Arab leaders in curbing their doors to immigrant Arabs does 

tire increasing belligerency and sabre- tittle to remedy tills wide discrepancy 

rattling of Israel. Not only have bil- in incomes, while the per capita in- 

Hbns of dollars been spent in vain, come of the native population of the 

bat Israel's military supremacy in the oil-rich countries exceeds an annual 

region is second to none, and Israel's $15,000, the vast majority of the 200 

duty to strike at whim anywhere in million Arabs still have a per capita 

; k Arab world is virtually unde- income that is below $1000. Even 

fcrred. All this has placed the Arab worse, while the majority of Arabs 

wdd at the brink of despair. live in shanty towns and suffer appall- 

No where is the crisis more evident ing living conditions, huge sums of 
than In the field of government, civil oil revenues are invested in Western 
liberties and democracy. With few banks and outside the Arab region, 
exceptions, the Arab world today is This West-oriented investment strat- 
nfled either by unscrupulous and ruth- egy of the oil rich countries has dc- 




solutions. A step in the right draw* ». parochial mentality governing them 
would bo for the government to pan i g tuve led, over the years, to a scries of 
iwo-nronned approach. On one leva,» £ ktler-Arab schisms and occasional 


two-pronged approach. On ( 
government could initiate a 


tiuv i/ostv screws suen as looo, water, government coma inmate » 
electricity, housing, education and health logue on the subject. All levels of socreff 
services may not be forthcoming in the throughout the kingdom could be em 
near future; especially in light of the con- aged to debate and discuss the pMuaw 
sequences of the Gulf War. problem. The government could 

Given these realities, the question re- all national institutions including tneroe* 
mains: Is it rational for Jordan to adopt a dia in an effort to emphasize the grawj 


formal population policy? in other words, of the situation. . ^ 

can Jordan implement an effective popu- On another level, the government cw*. 
lauoii policy given the political, cultural, activate Jordan's scientific eomflw 
' and religious considerations that weigh The National Population Commisa» * 
into the issue? Do we have a choice? . well as our national research 
First let me define what I mean by a could be asked to come up with re^ 
population" policy: U is any policy that proposals for coping with the 
diraitiy of indirectly can cause a change problem. Obviously, any PW 8 ®® C- 
quahty, quantity, composition, and posals would have to be based on ■« 
phical distribution of a given popo- sive research and sensitive 10 cui 

religious and political attitudes assocn^ 
irmal population policy must take with high-levels of fertility. 
xount the intimate connection be- The need to bring our boommg TO 


less dictators, feudal families and/or prived the less fortunate Arab coun- Arab m Jses^ 

by reactionary oligarchies. The self- tries of badly needed economic 

kb interests of such regimes and the development. Not only has Arab ^PLO received a minimum 

Parochial mentality governing them wealth been used to support Western years <J«PLO received a mini u 

Wled, over the yeara, to a scries of economics and to help them maintain share itm iW Arabia JjMgr 

iti«-Arab schisms and occasional the high standard or living of their cou ^ manner in which 

rojfllcts. Most Arab rulers stlU rely people, but the investor countries MrTi Khalifa al- 

Wy on repression and political co- nave failed to get any political sup- toey f 8 minisler 0 f fi_ 

?rok»A to ensure the allegiance and/or port in return for these investments. 1 tn ,j 7 v mp magazine that in the 

» of their peopto. A clear example of this faflure is the cri- 

Democracy as practised in the West numerous vetoes cast by the succes- five y mat^precea assis _ 

SS ;,®} 1 slijl is. anathema to them, sive US administrations blocking Se- ^ pLQ totalled $ 55 m iUion. 

.SWjfrtlos.are banned and politi- cunty Council Resolutions critical of disturbing factor contribut- 

plurality is nothing more man a Israel. What makes things worse for unlmnsltv and mu- 


Abdul Nasser of Egypt before him) 
was able to elicit during the Gulf cri¬ 
sis came, and not surprisingly, from 
the poor downtrodden Arab masses. 
To them, Saddam represented the 
standard-bearer of an equitable redis¬ 
tribution of Arab wealth. 

It is true to say that one can not ig¬ 
nore the fact that Saudi Arabia and 
most Gulf countries were forthcoming 
in their aid to less fortunate countries 
in the Third World. Numerous loans 
were extended to various Arab and 
non-Arab countries at relatively easy 
terms a low interest rates and long 
maturities. 

Nevertheless, to mention one veiy 
sensitive example to the Arab masses, 
one should note that in the last few 
years the PLO received a minimum 
share from Saudi Arabia and Gulf 
countries so-called aid, not to mention 
the condescending manner in which 
they were granted. Mr Ali Khalifa al- 
Sabah, former Kuwaiti minister of fl- 


. kroocraey as practised in the West 
and still is, anathema to them. 
JwJhw parties are banned and politi- 
£pipmy is nothing more than a 
. jjraallzable dream. The press and ali 
W roasg media,am censored. It is true 
improvements have oc- 
*? me Arab states, but the 


five years tnat preceueu me uuu wi- 
sis, the total Kuwaiti financial assis¬ 
tance to the PLO totalled $ 65 million. 

Another disturbing factor contribut¬ 
ing to the growing animosity and mu- 


. A formal population policy must take 
into account the intimate connection be¬ 
tween population growth add economic 
development and tries to strike a delicate 
balance.between the two, 

Jordan is.a resource-poor country with 
one of the highest birth rates ip the world. 
Approximately half of Jordan's population 
is under the, age of fifteen. thus giving it 
Mextrentelyhighdependencyratio of 5:1 
(dependency ratios are ratios of nbo^ 
wwtang-a^e: population to wwking-age 


^iT. censored L Itis,IUC The US arguments of self-determination, violation of in- 

•rSTSA £ tion "fr.nO.rs, Oe .f 

^ab mi ," 8 oligarchies tJ of territories, displacement and replacement of people, 

WKSSfifcSS 2 TL inkZw rights of nations to support the 


The US areuments of self- 
detexmlnation, violation of internation¬ 
al frontiers, the inadmissibility of 
forced annexation of territories, dis¬ 
placement and replacement of people, 
as well as the inalienable rights of na¬ 
tions to support the need to invade Iraq 
did little to convince Arabs. As far as 
the Palestinian problem is concerned, • 
all these justifications have been dis - 1 
missed. To Arab and Muslim masses, 
the West's defence of human rights 
now seems selective and reeks of de¬ 
ceit 

- Thus were the psycho-political and 
socio-economic moods m the Arab 
world on the eve of the Gulf crisis. 
Obviously, tiie Arab political order 
was either averse or too ill-equipped to 
deal with a problem of tills scale and 
magnitude. The underlying direct 
causes of the crisis, i.e. the list of Iraqi 
grievances against Kuwait and how 
the latter reacted to it, are of no con¬ 
cern to us here. Neither is the course 
of the military operations that fol¬ 
lowed. 

It is quite important to note, howev¬ 
er, that the moral and political dilem¬ 
ma posed by the invasion of Kuwait 
was most embarrassing to the PLO. As 
it turned out, the Palestinians were the 
prime victims of the crisis. The issue 
of the Iraqi invasion and subsequent 
annexation of Kuwait, it must be re¬ 
membered, echoes the very moral 
foundations of the legality or the Pal¬ 
estinian demands. 

It is inconceivable to endorse the al¬ 
legations that accuse the PLO of direct 
or indirect connivance with President 
Saddam. From the very beginning, the 
Palestinian political leadership never 
endorsed, and never acquiesced to the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait or its subse¬ 
quent annexation. Aware of the inher¬ 
ent dangers of a military showdown, 
the PLO always opted for pacification 
and for an Arab imposed diplomatic 
solution to the problem. This stance 
antagonized the Gulf states on whose 
financial assistance the PLO depended 
so heavily. But, nonetheless, it corre¬ 
sponded with rising Palestinian and 
other Arab populist feelings aroused 
by the crisis. . , : 

Equally disastrous were the material 
and economic consequences which be¬ 
fell the vibrant Palestinian community 
residing in Kuwait. Totalling over 
400,000, they constituted the effective 
1 core of the civil administration and the 
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woOU tave i. te to«lo«I ST'S'ttghtgriponthdrpop- - ■ ■ t the private sector in Kuwait. Their vital 

sive research and sensitive 10 cul 53 l -|fflp* , - w W | httle regard for civil as well as the inalienable rights Of nat PP contribution to the emergence of mod- 

religious and political attitudesassoclaud,. m ,• , . d Iraq did little to convince Arabs. As far as emKuwaitis evidenteverywhere. 

with high-levels of fertility. , wteni to which most Arab rul- neea 10 mvauc M all imtifica- The economic losses of the Paleshni- 

The need ro bring our of manipulating the the Palestinian problem is concerned, all th J ans in Kuwait are staggering. Not only 

tion growth under control andUJ 1 BJ JJ * of.tbelr own people (and tlwt of Kppii dismissed. To Arab and Muslim masses, did they lose economically, but after 

the country's development gMg. .M countries) is frfghteSnk CaUs tlonS haV€ beeW 7 Ma cppm<J ^Wtlve and the restoration of Kuwait, distraught:, 

too evident. The time has come for» ^popular particitSonin d&cisiori- the West’s defence of human rights now seems selective ana Kuwaitis Iooking for scapegoats are 

iaasasSr® . ... m-MmHm****** 

the "hands" aw too young to WOT fpoa t i||^2 i , 5 e negative impact pf revenues and deposits aldce) is heuw sidec . Centuries of conquKts. coloni- ^me high r anMn g Weflem poUticians 

ply have notiiing to woikwuh. ■ ■, helpetf aUen- used by the ration and huraiUatlon had left the . ^ e dipWTisIual a. m&ie of 

" i uxtat ». o! the Arab rad.pwstunaMvMuslim Orient higltiy skeptical and ^dements and rtpoits revealing the 

: Pwher n* , Arab world. mistrustful of Western Intentions. ^ int ens|^ pf the Kuwaiti 

j tiama^ng crisis ia rimeS to channel these tag f°*c* Added to this is the double statrfards c^paign 0 f terror; Bn masse forced 

! amt in- ments into intenral economic developh practised by the United States deportation of Palestinians (and other 

ihroughout tbe : ment and to help amdiorate th ^ gpccjftdUy wjh re- ^rabs) followed. ■ ITo be continued 

gards.to^eP^fes^.^, ; 


tiob^unto&andta“»S 

the country’s development gojjvjg,. 
too evident. The time has come^ 


comS alSr of ffis.” To OT « |^»suehcalls fitiftm deaf 

ri«“of Sk wisdom is fcta pot? The W v, t a bei , ng I 5 ® '^oase 

man it is correct; heraura mJ^^ iKi,,{SW^rtual ;absence of hu- 
the "hands" are too young to wo« . _ ,i*f ^ [.the negative impaa pf 

ply 1 have nothing to work with. ■ R te his helped aUeo- 

^ wetora of the Arab 
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crisis is 


h'iEiSfW 1 ftet to note' increasing rrr 

E ® 8 cent of the500 mil-' lions of impoverished Arabs, m 

^ive fti the oil-rich caused and continues to cause deep 


why Arabs were skeptical pf VS ad-- 
vanced justifications for forging and 
leading a huge coalition dunng me re¬ 
cent Gulf crisis. 


next week] , 

Dr As'ad Abdel Rahman Is the di¬ 
rector of Abdel Hamid Shonian 
.Foundation in Amman, 
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Le village au bois dormant 


IL cxJste en Jordanie un endroit ' bhu 
magique. A une quaraniaine de 
kilometres au sud do Tafileh sur J§gl|p 
la route des rois, c© point est ma- gjggjpil 

idrialisd par un panneau bleu 
avec une fiftche, indiquant 2 a di- 
ration de "Dana". Suivre celtc 
flbche c'est, quillant la route w 

principale, bousculer d'un coup 
le temps et 1 'espace, passer de 
I'autre c&d du. miroir. La porle 
s'ouvre soudain sur un vaste 
cirque de rocaille, parsemd 
d'arbres et de verdure. La route 
plonge dans ce vaste entonnoir 
et cnaque mfttre dcscendu esi 
comme une annde (ou une dd- 
cennie on ne salt plus) qui fait 
marche arriftre. A mi-pente, le 
village de Dana;, sur un dperon 
rocheux, domino fiftrement Ee 
profondwadl. 

"L'implantation dp village sur 
ce site n'est pas un hasard, ex¬ 
plique Michftle Biewere, ethno- 
arcndologue fhuiqaise qui • 

. Tdtudie depuis deux mois. Placd 
comme il est.placd, 11 bdndficie r'.. 
de Talimentatfon en eau de cinq v# •*-. 
sources, il cst dlsslmuld de Taxe Vv 

routier principal ce qui le 

protege des invasions et, en de- --- 

sCendant dans le. wadi-Dana qui Abou AU 
communique avec le ' wadi-' 1 

■ Araba, ses habitants bdndficlent qude» auk 
d one porte de sortie do de fuite oblige £ 
vers la Palestine," .. .. Textdrieui 

Xe travail de Michftle Biewers ■ dcolepou 
s insent dans le cadre d'un vaste el depuis 
projet lancd par la Royal Society lesflUes. 
far the Conservation erf Nature: en 1970 
Un projet.qui consists & la fois ft ■ manitaire 
mire ddcouvrir aux touristes la 6 t 6 repris 
magie de ces lieux, ft rdaedver la tant du v 
vie du Village et ft le rcpeupler. i'hdpital c 
. .Aussi loin quo Hon remonte, le d'un docti 
village de Dana, a toujoursdtd par gemai 
peirnle par les trois tribus, qui tions. 
mbitent encore aujourd'hui. Ainsi li 
On trouve dans les registres ot- peu mais 
tmnans .de la fin du XVIfoie mites m 
sfede, explique Michftle Biew- monde ex 
ers. des mentions du village de core on i 
Wadl-Da'am, dont 'IVripbc?-- ££• 2fd 
meni et la parent du nom lais- maisons. 

discutam avec fes yieux, les permetten 

Airteiqui 

5“clfefe. : Bikers sefforee !de s - Deux foie 
.dresser ,im tableau du mode de incarnfot 
vte acbtel, et-paste de ses habi- village, qi 
lapis. , -vPiPoIk 

‘ Lohgtoirips, sfoible-l-il* le vil- ■; TdleVaee < 

t ra vecu en quasi-ainarcle,; ■ tecte & 1 
tusant dans ses iaidiris ie& ; -SSfia 
MSWW. et cfirfoles nfyps-]' terdjie de 
saws:«■■■« .aarvte, > tandis .que : : ctassd con 
cbbvres et bjrebfe produteaient le - «' Trob n 
ldt, SeuIa ‘6mm import^ (de ! monde. C 
Patestjneou'deSyrie)feswae,le'. quelfe, d< 
' fAw W.ca 6 » 1 m objetsfo i nies, : le 
c^X^hjuiSstires, ceintures ), 1 la - s'ehgagenl 
pQndredes ftisils et la fenonne-' leurpmroi 

dibte mos- d’entreteiM 




n.y. , . 


■ sw>! ■ ■ ■ 
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Abou AUyle tout nouveau chef du tillage 


qute, aujourdM en ntine cequi 
oblige fes habitants h pder k 
fextdrieur. H'dispose aussi d'une 
dcole pour gazcons depuis 1938, 
? 1581' seulement pour 

lea filles. Une infirmerie, ouverte 
en 1970 par .l'ofganisalion hu¬ 
man itaire Save The Children a 
&6 reprise en 1976 par un habi¬ 
tant du village aprfes un stage h 
i'hdpital de Tafileh. II est assist^ 
d’un docteur qui viem deux fols 
par isemaines pour les consulta¬ 
tions. V. 

:> Aipsi le, village s’est il beu h 
peu, mais too jours dans des li- 
rtites minimales, ouvert au 
monde extfoeur, Aujourd'hui en¬ 
core, on y vit sans 61eclriciti£ et 
sans adduction 1 d'eau dans les 
maisons. Deux telephones seule- 
ment permettent de tesoudre fes 
cas d urgence et deiix voitpres 
permettetit de remOnter la longue 
route- qui mbhe h la Patlonale. 
Deux foicerieg, dcUtitees au gaz 
incarnent la vjp commeiyinte du 
village, qui n'offrft, pour tiouttra- 
' vail, que la culture des jardlrn, 
Mevage dps bpupfoux et la col-i 
Ifote ,pu hois dans la carhpegne; 
environ name, La chiasse est inv 
tordite dqntis due' l6 sitb a ; ete 
ctasse commereserve naturelle 

mond^ Cest Ja raisbn pfour. la., 
qpdile, dqmis quelquea d&cn- 
™es,-; les v .jeqnes : hommes 
sengagent dans l'amifo ce qiii; 
lepr permet, ft llssqe, deleui’sei'- 
vice, de renter au village et 
d’emreteitir leaf ftmille avec leur 


Orient Express! France en B, e 


Une fontaine en basse ville 


retraite.de SO' dinars par mois. - 
Au dfout des ahndes 1970, une ' 

K e cimenterie s'implante de 
> c 6 te de la nadonale, Inci- 
tant de nombreux villager's h 
aller y tiavailler. Le village en 
subit. les cohtre-coups car beau- 
coup rechignent h faire qubti- 
aiennement la route de Dana k. 
Tushie. Un fotissement est con- 
struit dans le village de Gades- 
slyeh, sur la oatiqnale, d'oh part 
lembranchement pour Dana, et 
cest rdmipation. Beaucoop des 
belles peutes maisons de .Dans 
sent abandonndes pour les mai- 
Sons . en EKqpalngs de Gades- 
8 iyeh, tellement plus proches de 
la cimenterie. 

• • Michhle Biewers est sceptique ' 
; tor$<me les habitants du .village 
lui affinneht que 600 famUles vi- 
•; vaiernA, Dana avant 1972. Ce 
. qui est stir, e'est que, sur fes 200 
maisons qufc: coitbte le village, 
la pluMrt amt abaiidoniteeg et 
seffondfent quarante-hpit fa- ' 

leaucourame lorsqulls ^ontfe, 

: ham; alors qu'JlsTavaient gra-; - 
tmtement id h la source. Leure 
. maisons amt.moids frafchps l' 6 te 
^ ., il ^ 6 i ns pbmtdes l'hiver quo 

‘ S l, S^'PW;r ? 1 Mi^sont'dlcSg.:: * 
qfo«teiAjardihfafnilial ,i } 

. L'id^e ma!tre$se du proiet au- 
quel oUe Jar&ipe cohaistp done ,. 


M CREDITS - Les Isradlicns font 
grisc mine depuis que lc president 
amfricain George Bush a demandd 
au Congrbs amdricain de retarder 
de quatre mois l'cxamen d'une dc- 
mando isradlienno do 10 milliards 
dc dollars de garantics de crddii. 
Isradl souhaitait obtonir cette ga- 
rantic pour lancer des emprunts 
sur lc marchd financier amdricain 
durant les cinq prochainos anndes, 
afin de financer l'intdgration d'un 
million d'iinmigrants sovidtiques. 
Le confiit quo la deman do du pres¬ 
ident amdncain pourrail lui auircr 
avee le Congrbs pourrail dire ddsa- 
mored si le Secretaire d'Elat amdri¬ 
cain James Baker parvicnl ft con- 
vaincre Jdmsalem d'accepter ce 
ddlal, ce dont il s’est affimid cer¬ 
tain vendredi k Tissue d'un entreli¬ 
en avec Tambassadeur isradlien & 
Washington. La Jordanie, quant & 
elle, a quallfid de "positive et con¬ 
structive” la ddcision du prdsideni 
Bush, dans une ddclaration du 
ministre jordanien des Affaires 
dlrangbres, rapport de par Tagenco 
natlonale Petra. 

■ MANIFESTATION - Prbs de 
cinquante personnes ont observd 
lundi un sit-in devant le sibge du 
bureau de Comitfi international de 
la Croix-Rouge & Amman en signe 
de solidarild avec les ddtenus pa¬ 
lest inions dans les prisons israd- 
lienqes. Ds protest a ient con Ire les 
''conditions inhumaines" imposdes 
selon eux ft ces ddtenus, rdpondant 
ainsi ft un appel de la direction 
unlfide de Tlnlifada dans les terri- 
toires occupds par Israel. 

& rcstaurer les maisons du village 
et ft aider les families ft icvcnir 
les habiter, en leur foumissant 
du travail sur place par le biais 
du tourisme. 

Le village devrait y gogner on 
confori; une route asphaltic sera 
construite, qui facilltera les com¬ 
munications aycc 1 'oxldricur, 
l'dlcctricitd sera instaltdc dans les 
foyers ce qui permeura de les 
equlpcr de rdfrigdrateurs et de 
meure fin au systbme dpuisanl 
de la cuelllette au jour le jour. 
Pour l'eau en reyanchc, beau- 
coup d'habitants prefbre n f encore 
bdndficler de la profusion gra- 
tulte des fon taines naturelies que 
de cello, pay- 
ante, du robi- 
neL Pour dviter 

S ue l'eau qui 
escend au mi¬ 
lage ne soil 
pollute, une 
adriyation sec- 
ondaire sera 
cons Unite ft la 
source, , oft les 
femmes pour- 
ront. continudr 
de fever la 
Jaine des mou- 
tons t comme 
elles le font au- 
jourd'hui sur le • 
cows principal, 
pour se lake:-: 

2 E?t-Sa® 

comply • les 

vrals Jnterdts et" besoiits des vil- 
fegeds, la Rcwal ; Society s'est 
choiri uh interiocuteur qqi fait 
pffice de chef du^village et qui a 

coiq) plus rationnel ct efficab&: 
pourn^gocicr face ft la corpmuite 
au G ouVemgrat 


mooumenl Went de nalue 4 

uon du travail a to Palestine, dc 2,90m 

suito do I irradiation do trouDans son origine, 

T ‘? Vflillaiem P^llTdais son architecture ct 
accdldrateur de partlcules djaSSbolique, ce monument re- 
Forb “ h pure tradition isla- 

U Franco). L« empkiyfe 4 a® qJ fc dolt en effet ft un 
petite entrepnse sp&ialisfed««Sitcux donateur pnvd, qui, cn 
polymdnsaUQndesnrfiHut^Kusgiman, offe ainsi, de- 
mdusrnel-dontl'un.agidenSS la mosqu^e, de l'eau aux 
serait dans un An auAm , 

sa famillo- ont to ^rts le monde musul- 

radiationa ailant do 50 i a lou joiirs 6 t 6 ft la fois un 

(la dose maximaje dlanl de vitalitb, de don divin 

par an). Pour Tavoai (fhospiialilA. 11 n'est pas rare, 

1 entrepnse, "il est probaWe aftinbiifdliiii encore, ft Amman 
1 accdldrateur n'ait pas & dans loutes les villcs 

talement ft Tarrlt par le ^Ej^bcs, de voir des jaires d'eau 
d'dquipe, au moment oil lei taiota ft la disposition du public 
ouvners imfomalres p^ualraidescomiiiercams ou des per- 
dans Tenceinte do la Karines privbes. Sur le trottoir, lc 
paremment par Touvature iteltoscur dispose une jarre en 
vfo aux matfoaux". if^ poreuse qui pteserve la 

_ t . , (Wcbcur de l’eau. Le passant y 

■ LAROUSSE - La r&diiWi ^ w utilisant un gobclet relid 
dictionnaire est souvent la nfij, f «j ui»chatneite ft une des anscs 
par lea nouveaux mots quil nft h ] s jane. U rcprOduit ainsi le 
do I'air du temps. L'Miicn IK W anden des earavaniers du 
du "Petit Laroussc illeftf ifsert qui, arrivant en ville, dian- 
s'enrichit ainsi de 157 nom cot ainsi leur soif grftce ft 
muns el de 43 noms proprei,|»i [^splialitd du premier de ses 
lesquels Boris Eltsine, JamaBi fes de sang ou de religion 
or, postcommunUtes, lagueuit qall rencontrau. 
rap. Lo Larousse nouvein dh ( 1) cst important, lorsqu'on vit 
dans sos 1.752 pages des ilh* .tafe monde arabe, de con- 
lions ot des cartes que lTuitoha i o^tre cette tradition et celtc 
mouvement a obligd ft rfidoiEa jj^bolique, Les touristes sonl 
Pourtnnt, si "Golfe (gueiTe iiftl r^ois surpris dans les cafds du 
prdsento, les "pays balies* Cake de voir un manant 

toujours Rdpubliqucs de lURSi j'apjrocher de leur table et boire 

. . . trail ie verre d'eau qu'on 

rdjouit du projet de i&abiifr riem de leur servir avec lc cafd. 
tion dc Dana. *Nous altons» Joffusquer de ce geste scroll 
sayor de rdimplanter des rods w offense ft llslam, et ft la vie: 
autour du village, dit-il, nottfr fea Ml un bien commun, un co¬ 
lons construirc un bassln 001 MR ian do Dicu qu'aucun mortcl ne 
6 Iftvcrons du poisson et cha* wails’approprier. 
famillc devrait rccevoir ( desJ TesidansI'esprildecettesym- 
plns et trois moulons. Wqoe que les mosqudes sonl 
loutc l'idde que de gfoerer um Wtiionnellemeni omemcntecs 
une Emulation qui roajg |f *8 "Sabil": une fontaine of- 
l’foonomiedu village; plus xj m ses.eaux ft qui veut les 
tage sera vivant, plus it senre tee. L« donateursj les plus 
ressant pour les touristes cy» nwsou lcs plus plcux allaicnl 
nir; Plus ils viendront, tofois jusqu'ft offrlr plus que 
apporteronl du travail auvuj b ; ■ ample SabiL lb 


famillc devrait recevoir dejfr; 
pins et trois moulons, CJj 
loutc l'idde que de g 6 new da 
une dmulatlon qui rcW 



ressant pour les touristesujw 
nir; Plus ils viendront, F«j» 
apporteronl du travail au vup 
en ddjeunant dans les resiauraR 
en visitant les murfes W 
prdvoit d'y ouvrir el 

locales. ■ • 
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culture et»» 
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en paifie 08 
roseau. "■ 
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mandant ft "" 

un arUsanat femme d^; 

SjJjS 

elle en. faisait 
fpmme a un peu m 

mais elle promet ddjft 0 
de plus rdussis la proctaJ*J| 
et d'autres femmes ew**?*^^ 
ddairdes'ymettreau^. 

.ftPanaetlestrobdomcr 

cent A revtyre. * 

hblant, le "villag 

teveilJer.. pour le bien de 
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Dans la plus pure tradition islamique 


Taccompagnaicnt d'un empioyd 
permanent, payd sur lc don, qui 
sc chargeait dc puiscr l'eau ct de 
la distribucr aux passants. Cer¬ 
tains encore offraient unc "Sabil- 
KuLtab" composdc d'une fontaine 
au rcz-dc-chaussdc cl d'une pe¬ 
tite dcolc coranique au dcssus. 
LA, un Chcikh rdmundrd par lc 
donateur offrait gratuilement lc 
savoir aux enfanis dc la ville, qui 
apprenaieni ft lire cl ft dcrirc dans 
)c Coran. Lc passant pouvaii al¬ 
ors entendre lc bruit dc l'eau cou- 
lant dc la bouciic dc la fontaine, 
m616 au bruit des versets du Co¬ 
ran coulani dc la bouchc dos en¬ 
fanis. Ainsi sc trouvaicnl teunis 
en un mfime lieu ct un m&mc in¬ 
stant lc Savoir ct TEau, aue 
TIslam cousidbrc comme Ics plus 
grands bienfaits dc Dicu aux 
monels. 

C'cst dons lc m5mc esprit 

3 u'un Chcikh dc lu. mosqudo 
'Al-Azar au Cairo fit un jour 
construirc sa tombe dans unc des 
cours inldricurcs dc Tunivcrsild. 
Traditionncllcmcnt cn effet les 
cours dtaient dispensds cn plcin 
air, les dlftvcs prenant leurs notes 
au moyen d'un roseau (allld 
trempd dans i'cncro. Ils dcrivai- 
ent sur des planchcttcs qu’ils 
cffa 9 aicnt, ft la manibre d'une ar- 
doiso, cn les trempant dans unc 
rigolc d'eau courante. Disposdc 


en aval de ce canal, la tombe rc- 
cevait ainsi ainsi l'eau, cadeau do 
Dieu, ft laquelle se mfilali Tencre 
qui avaiL servi ft dcrire Son nom 
et ft reproduce Ses paroles. 

11 manquait ft Amman un mon¬ 
ument dvoquant cette symbol- 
ique. C'est cc qui a conduit la fa¬ 
millc Saudi ft offrir cette 
fontaine, dont la forme cubiquc 
dvoaue la Kaaba de la Mfccque, 
sur laquelle cst posdc la pierre 
noire ct autour dc laquelle tour- 
ncnl les musulmans au moment 
du pblcrinage. Sur chacune de 
ses faces cst inscrit un verset du 
Coran. Mona Saudi, sculplrice 
qui a supervisd les travaux avec 
Torch itccte Waddah Al-Abidi, 
explique pourquoi son frbre a 
voulu, avec elle, que la fontaine 
qu'il donnail soit installde en 
basse ville. "Nous avons vdcu 
noire cnfancc cn basse ville, dit- 
cllc. A Tdpoquc, c'dtait un quarti- 
cr trfcs ammo, un vdriublc cceur 
baignd dc fontninos naturelies. 
Avec le ddvcloppemcnt de la 
citd, il s'est un peu vidd ct fait 
figure d'un centre ft la pdriphdrie 
do la ville. C'est pourquoi nous 
avons voulu lui rcndrc cc sym- 
bolc dc vie, pour honorcr son 
passd ct la mdmoiro 'dc notre 
pdre ft qui nous devons d’avolr 
connu cc Ucu ft son apogde." ■ 
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URSS: Pourquoi ? 

QUELS que soient les critftres que Ton choislt, les bouleverse- 
ments que connalt 1TJRSS depuis quelques semaines sent mani- 
festement de nature historique. On ne peut done pas se dispens¬ 
er d'y tefidchir ou de les commemer. C'est tout un syslfcme qui 
s'effondre sous nos yeux. Un systbme qui a domind ce vaste 
pays pour un peu plus de sept ddeennies. Les principes du socia¬ 
lisms, qui sont nds bien avant Marx el Ldnine, ont ccrtcs requ 
un coup dur, mais ils continueront de sdduire des individus, (fes 
partis, voire (fes peuples. 

La question -ou plutOt les questions- que beaucoup se posenl 
visent ft savoir pourquoi le rdgime socialiste en URSS s'est 
dcrould de cette manifcre sans que ses ennemis uaditionncls, en 
Toccunence les Etats-Unis, n'aient ft faire le moindre geste. 

Rcconnaissons-le: il est encore difficile eL tdt pour compren- 
dre ou analyser cc qui se passe cn URSS. Beaucoup dc ddlails 
nous bchappeni ou ne sont pas encore rdvdlds, cn particular sur 
le coup d'Elat du 19 aofli dernier. 

Nous prdfdrons aussi nous dloigner des analyses tendancieus- 
es, fort rdpandues ces jouis-ci en Occident, qui jubilent el ne 
voient que des maux dans le systbme qui s'effondre. 

Avec toutes les rdserves ndccssaires, nous attribuons d'ores ct 
ddjft la faillite du syst&me capitaliste en URSS aux facteurs sui- 
vants que nous considgrons comme principaux; 

1) La thforic et la pratique du systeme socialiste sont caracter- 
isds par leur rigidite. C'est un systbme qui prdtend enelobcr 
lous les aspects de la vie, qu'il s’agissc de I bconomie, de la jus¬ 
tice, de l'esthgtique ou de la science, tout devrait btre coherent, 
former un tout. 

La thforie ct la pratique du systeme capitaliste cn revanche 
sont libs dlastiques. Ici, on peut prftcher la ddmocratie ct les 
droits de THomme, mais cela n'empSche pas les Etats-Unis, 
chefs de file du monde capitaliste "Libre", d'organiser des coups 
d'Elat en Amdrique lalinejour renverser des gouvemements dd- 
mocratiques (comme au Chili en 1973) et de les remplacer par 
des idgimes fascistes. Ou encore d'organiser, par le biais de la 
CIA des assassinats d'hommes politiques socialisms ou mftme 
nationalistes un peu partout dans le monde. Les excmples ne 
manquent pas. Pour les capital isles, les principes ne valent que 
dans la mesure oil ils les aident ft aiteindre Leurs objectifs: le 
profit cl la domination. Tout le reslc n'est que ddiailsl 

2) Le rdgime capitaliste a joufi jusqu'au bout la carte des droits 
dc THomme contrc 1TJRSS et les autres pays socialistes. C'dtait 
un ddfi iddologique ct politique que lc regime socialiste n'a pas 
rdussi ft vaincre. On se souvient des "dissidents" qui ddn- 
onfaient la nature "totalitaire" dos rdgjmes de leurs pays. Les 
mass-mddias dons fes pays capitalists gonflaient ct exploitaiont 
ft fond des Soljenltsine, Sakharov ou Tcharenski pour ddnigrer 
les rdgimes socialistes. 1 A oft ils y ont interdt, les rdgimes capi- 
talistes passent sous silence les violations des droits dc 
lTfomme (cxcmplcs: I'Arabie Saoudite, lo Kowell, le Mrnoc, la 
Cordc du Sud, Israel, etc.) 

3) Le ddfi dconomique dull encore plus ddclsif. Grfice au 
progrfes sclcntifique et technologique, les Etats capltallsies ont 
rdausd une nouvelle involution dans le domainc de la produc¬ 
tion et des services. Rien de comparable avec Ics mdthodes ar- 
chalques main tenues dans les pays socialistes. 

Exploitant un grand nombre des Etats du Tiers-Monde, les 
Etats capitalistes pouvaient -et peuvent toujours- consacrer des 
sommes fabbleuses ft ddveloppcr chez eux la qualite de la pro¬ 
duction ou la recherche scientifique civile, mais aussi miliialre, 
et se lancer sans frein dans la course aux armements. De son 
cdid, TURSS devait amputer les sommes destindes ft la produc¬ 
tion et aux services pour pouvoir financer le bud^t toujours en 
augmentation de TarmemenL II cst main ten ant presque certain 
que cette course aux armements dtait lc coup fatal portd ft- 
Tdconomie sovidtique, aujourd'hui en dtat d'impuissance. 

4) 'Le rdgime socialiste a dchoud ft rdsoudre le problftme des 
nationalitds. On en veut pour preuve la renaissance avec force 
des sentiments nationalistes dans les diffdrentes rdpubliqucs qui 
formaient 1TJRSS. L'intematlonalisme n'a pas rddssi ft faire dls- 
paraitro les iicnchants inddpendantistes. Aprfes la Yoiigoslavie, 
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iste tels que le Canada ou la Belgique? L'avenlr le dira. 

Les peuples de fOrient arabe suivent avec beaucoup d'intdrftt 
les SQubresauts en URSS. Le coup dEtat de Moscou a ddclen- 
chd des joies et des espoirs chez beaucoup qui ont cru un mo¬ 
ment que VUftSS allait jouer de nouveau h rdle "d'ami des 
Arabes" qu'elle jouait avant la Perestroika. C'dtait un peu hfttif. 
On continue ntelheurpusement ft confondre, m&ne chez certains 
dcrivains-joumalistes, espoirs et prdvisions ou analyses poli¬ 
tiques objectives. 

Llnqmdtude grandit chez un grand nombre de peuples car on 
' a le sentiment que le Tiers-Monde est ddsormais soumis ft cette 
•ainer-nuissance uniaue ariogante et injuste qu'est T Amdrique. 






* * f yy^rrst t i;i , 1 jiv, 


paovre, s'achemincra-t-rite ft la fin du XXftme siftcle vers la 
confrontation ou vers la coopdration? H est encore trop t 6 t pour 
se prcnoncer car now vivons dans une pdriode de transition. 
*0n nduvelordre mondial" nous dit-on, Un ancien sous une ap- 
parencenopvellppeut-4trc! ■ 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — Totally Hidden Video : 
Presented by Steve Skrovan, this 
comedy show is similar to Can¬ 
did Camera with lots of foul-ups, 
blunders and embarrassing situa¬ 
tions. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Film. "Throw¬ 
away wives." 

SUNDAY 

8:30 —- The Simpsons: Simp¬ 
son loses his Job at the nuclear 
power plant in the city and wag¬ 
es war against the unit's safety 
regulations. The board re-hires 
him, but this time as a public 
safety director. 

9:10 — Documentary. “Na¬ 
tional Geographic Explorer." 
A series on what happens behind 
the scenes to the cameramen 
who risk their lives to capture 
memorable shots for documen¬ 
tary films. 

10:00 —. News ia English. 

10:20 — Hunter. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Surgical Spirit. "The 
folks on the hill": Shela organiz¬ 
es a fund raising charity cam- 
,-Paign where the proceeds would 
go to the children section at the 
hospital. One of the doctors do¬ 
nates a painting to be sold at an 
auction. Hie others hold a race 
contest 

9:10 — Murder She Wrote. 
"Trevor Hudson's legacy": Jessi¬ 
ca investigates the murder of an 
. editor who was hired to work'on 
the late Trevor Hudson's last 
book, and was killed because he 
discovered that the book was 
plagiarized. 

10:00—News in English. 

10120 — Over My Dead Body: 
Maxwell and his beautiful part-, 
nor are on the buck of a profes¬ 
sional ldller, . 

- TUESDAY : . 

•i30 —Perfect Strangers. 

, Xfoeat .balls of fire": Balky and 
Larry volunteer to wodc for the 
Fire Department* ■. 

9:10 r- Our House. "Like Fa- 

ither, Like Son": Ray fomra a : 

basketball team to which David 
Is admitted. The Coach dates Da* 

1 vid’s mother which, gives other 
; mcmbecs of the learn the impress ■ 
skm tfaat Ray accepted David 
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Surgical Spirit on Monday at 8:30 


■ pnw —• vowibo. - Mjnd over 
mayhem" : Wkh the heb of a 
; *ompoler. and a tobot, Colombo 
manage? to unved the mysteri¬ 
ous minder of a sdentist kUlIng 
imother scientist over a prize. 

'; ; ^f^bAV;V v ; : v;V 

.kao V; Cfoldeu Girte: Sophia ■ 


manages at the last minute to 
dissuade an old lady-fiiend of 
hers from committing suicide. 
9:10 — Bollywood story. A 
documentary program about the 
Indian cinema. 

10:00—News in English. 

10:20 — Renselgnments G£n£- 
ranx. "Vengeance" : Simon the 
child is very contentetUcUje liv¬ 
ing with his father Gopil, the de¬ 
tective, and his girlfriend Mu¬ 
riel le, until something happens. 

THURSDAY 

8:30—The Family Man. "You 
bet your life": The two boys do 
what they shouldn't do— betting 
on a football game— and the 
, price is high, morally and finan¬ 
cially. 

9:10 — Outlaws: A delinquent 
Is caught by the outlaws who do 
their best to rehabilitate him. 
They succeed and.he later helps 
them catch the leader of the gang 
to which he belonged earlier. 

: 10:00—News fit English. 
10 : 20 — Movie' of the Week. 
"The Miniver story"': The stay 
of a woman's love for her family 
• “id her sacrifice after the end of 

. .World War U—an Qid classic 
, with.tuilliant'kmg-gone stars. 

. FRIDAY ‘ ’ * 

8:30—Night Court . , 
9:10—Forever Green, >, 
10:00—Newsin ErigHsh., • ; 
10:20 f- Simon and Sintwi A 
„ Pallet dancer, who also works at 
■ night Club and ber roommate 
are attacked by a murderer, but 
she escapes death unlike : hpr'• 
. rooipiqate who is not as fortu¬ 
nate; She gem accused of tilling 
v bef «end. but the Siihon bioth- 
crt .help her out afrd discover the 
;;real tiUqr. •' ; , 

^ ' i *?*®no**. ■ -y 

V r ’"'SAtURDAy• 

— dulaby- 
; rlnthe^A gam* stowthat deeds : 
; good cultoreantl talehi. : ■. . J f 
■6:30 — ThalasM, TBeaiu Terifcs/ 
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suri'archipel." A documentary 
about the Atlantic ocean. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes. A 
classical Music Program. 

SUNDAY 

6:00—Montagne/Andoirc son- 
nan te et trebuchante. A docu¬ 
mentary that talks about the prin¬ 
cipality of Andorco. 

6:30 — Les chevaliers du Ciel. 

A series about two pilots. 

7:00—News in French, 

MONDAY 

6:00 — Traverses/le qlgang. A 
documentary about China. 

7:00—The News in French. 

7:15 — The weekly sports ' 
magazine. 

TUESDAY 

6:00—.Carmen attention dan¬ 
ger. Interviews with those who 
sang and acted Carmen operates. 
6:30 — Shdfcme gauche. A se- ■ 
nes about a confrontation be¬ 
tween an Algerian family and a 
French family who live on the 
shtee flow in the same building. 
7:00—News in French. * 

•7:15 r^-Aqjourd'hui en Jorda- 

■:. v - w^dn^sday : 

. 6 : 0 p. ^ Samedi aprfcsmtuuit 
A vane#program called "Satiir-- 
daVAfier Midnight" ■ 

7:00—News in French^ : 1 , 

' THURSDAY : 

A cartoon se- ! 
rite for chilffren. • 

7:00 *HNewS in French, 

, feoo -^EdtoS^' et W nnes. A:;} 

Jaffa about : 

i7:0Q^-;Nc^b 


ARIES (21 March - 19 April): Do not allow yourself 
sidetracked. You get closer to the truth when youBiS 
suncts. Someone’s "logical" arguments could prove faT 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Take your time whence 
major decisions. A friend will help funher a peiproS 
put your cards on the table. Partnerships are. in the 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Rcclify a mistake. Hhha* 
will notice if you do your best. Showcase a special M 

UomWp.°Slay cool" 00 *" ° n,y jC ° Pflrdize ■ ~ 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Investment income mows, to 
tlmg into a new job is easier than you expected. Mate a® 
ner will be supportive if you are honest about your ini 
The media influences a big decision. 

LE0^(23 J illy - 22 August): You tend to idolize a family m» 




gence bring you great business success. Adopt a more rt^aa 
approach to finances. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): Exercise greater sd 
discipline to finish pressing work assignments. Profits majlt 
lower than usual. Spend more time alone with your mate. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): An odd occurrence & 
rupts the weekend. Concentrate on tasks you can compb 
alone. To avoid embarrassment, consult mate or partner beS* 
making a social commitment An invitation merits discussion. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Be up from with 


search will pul you in line for a promotion. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Spend moo- 
w for something that will brine you greater peace of mini 
You need to protect your male's feelings. Be tactful Lost item 



. >1 iHI^iIV:HiV^ l:lir.'q J'fU L-*:ll I'*) i'Jt’iV < 


CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 January): An ewtW 
week for negotiating contracts or expanding your busirus. 
Your social life is on the upswing. Get out and about A dcv 
friend has Ideas that will delight you. 

AQUARIUS (20 January -18 February): Children needaqj 
pathetic ear, not lectures. Sudden acceptance by a ptevtog 
indifferent group should give you pause, Romance looks nap- 

py-. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): do not hurry aj«£ 
Quality is what counts. Pay attention to good fijjJJJH 
want to help you. Long-distance communications boost hw. 
ness profits. A platonic relationship intensifies. 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN have little interest in dejak* 
They prefer to do things in a casual manner and navej*[ 
appreciation for fen and frolic. Although these chUdjea w. 
many acquaintances, they treasure only a few close fneQa^j 
not expect them to be overly concerned about other 


ular career at any " ar] Y — 




(title of "The Ambassador of 
it' in the preliminary meetings 
r the establishment of tne 
fold Ait Council which ended 
\ the 31 August in Venice, 
ess Weldan is the first Arab 
to be given this title in rec- 
and appreciation of her 
in establishing tics he¬ 
wn the East and the West. 

Her Highness stressed, In a 
#ch deflyered at the meetings, 
d to importance of diminish- 
Uural prejudice and estab- 
-V Wdgcs of love and mutu- 
wpect and communication 
tewn the nations. 


0 “hfcthods for the Perfect 
te leadership" was the tide 
ue course held at the Jordan 
mdnental Hotel in the last 
JJwAugust, It was designed 
jWNft the \vays of commu- 
rjf® wd performance be- 
Wto assistants of the heads 
IPS!?#* * hotels and 
RWtJtts, and' between 
1 * different hotels administra- 


Private art center to open in Amman 


v i ne wnoassy oi yuuu h,icvibi«i j --—, 

Hotel this week, where over 1200 guests celebrated the event around 
the pool. Guests included ministers, members of the diplomatic corps, 
officials of the Royal Court and prominent businessmen. 


7 * 5 ®*.was attended by all 
gMjMtanta at the Inier- 


By Jay Bobbin . 

(Ratings for each film begin with an ' a 8 ^S. 
rafing — one meaning “poor," four meaning e* 
lent” — followed by the Motion Picture Associate, 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing g“** 
the key for which appears below.) 

•- "POSTCARDS FROM THE EDGE" 

bfe, $91.95): Meryl Streep and Shirley MacUtaf.3 


2?1' .Anwa, Forum and 
ronim hotels in Jordan. 
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jfl^dt Council presents 

Council 

ai4 

Mi 


be shown on Sunday 15 Septem¬ 
ber, same time. 

■ The Goethe Institute will 
present the film "Peppermint 
ttrleden" on Saturday 14 Sep¬ 
tember, at 8 pm. 

■ The French Cultural Center 
will present the film "Pierrot le 
foo" on Monday 16. September, 
at 8 pm. 

Uetures 

i m Ai the Goethe Institute there 
ndllbe a lectoe, inEngJWi.by 
Dr Siegfried Mittmarm entitled 
"Tfce Oty of the Early Brcmw 
Ah hi Northeni Jordan." The 
JeSne w31 bo given on Tuesday 

17 September, at 7 pm. 


■ At ACOR there wUl be a lec¬ 
ture by architect Raral Farouk 
Daher on "Legacy of Thought, 
Legacy of Building. The lec¬ 
ture will be at 7 pm. 

Field trips 

■ Friends of Archaeology plan 

to make a field trip to Iraq Ed 

n.akii this Fridav. Iraa Ed Dubb 


Dubb this Friday. Iraq Ed Dubb 
is a cave discovered recently at 
Wadi El Yabis, north of Ajloun. 
The lour will be led by Iwi Ku^i 
of Harvard University. It is ad¬ 
visable that only people ™ no 
fear of heights go on this trip 
and preferably in 4-WD vehi- 

rvnarturc will to from the Amra 

HoEdpaAinglotatj*am. Bring 

K * - of water; and a pieme 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to the Star 

Jordan's first private arts center 
will open on 15 September in the 
presence of Ministry of Culture 
representatives, artists, intellec¬ 
tuals and other public personali¬ 
ties. 

The center, called Phoenix Ait 
and Cultural Center is a dream 
come true for many seasoned 
and well travelled Jordanian art¬ 
ists. At the center they hope to 
share their experiences with oth¬ 
er artists and enrich their own 
accomplishm ' 

ents. 

■Located in 
Akad build¬ 
ing on Gar¬ 
dens St., wUJ 
promote arts 
on an experi¬ 
mental level. 

It will host a 
great variety 
of cultural 
activities, 
workshops, 

seminars, art courses, experi¬ 
mental music concerts, avante- 
garde films projections, art exhi¬ 
bitions and a children club. The 
activities will to directed toward 
exploring the Jordanian cultural 
heritage and expressing it crea¬ 
tively through different art medi¬ 
ums. , , f 

The center will be nut jointly 
by television producer Suad Du- 
bab, who is temporarily living in 
the United Arab Emirates and 
who has sponsored the projedt 
and will to its director general; 
journalist and the center's admin¬ 
istrative coordinator Mohammad 
Masharqa ,* 4 novelist and cultural 
coordinator of the center Munif 

: Hbrani, and painter Jamal Afa- 

• ghani. : " V ' 

- The center will have a gdllery, 
an experimental theater laborato- 




rHoranl 


ry, and a cafe theater where the 
audience will to served while 
watching a show. It will also 
have handicraft shops’ run by art¬ 
ists who produce and sell their 
items, a publishing office to 
print reproductions of paintings, 
an auditorium for seminars and a 
coffee shop. 

The interior decoration of 
bamboo, jute and traditional fab¬ 
rics with oriental patterns, de¬ 
signed by Buthaina Al Assad, 
aims at creating a relaxing at* 
mosphere to stimulate intellectu¬ 
als to come to rest, discuss and 
exchange 
their opin¬ 
ions. 

"We will 
exhibit and 
offer art 
products to 
the public 
only if they 
achieve high 

__ artistic and 

Mr Masharqa aesthetic 

standards, 
said Mr Ma¬ 
sharqa. "Every art piece will be 
evaluated by an appointed art 
committee which will -Comprise 
university professors, critics and 
other art experts." 

1 According to Mr- Horani, Jor¬ 
dan has a great number of artists, 
Capable of producing a beautiful 
art opus. "Artists need a place 
where they will have the chance 
to express themselves freely," he 
said. "Our center is set up in 
such a way that it provides die 
perfect atmosphere for breeding 
high cultural standards and 
avante-garde art movement," 

The center intends to contact 
Jordanian artist living abroad 
and give them the chance to 
show their work in Jordan. It 
. will also promote Jordanian arts 
: . in the Arab world and abroad 
through cultural arrangements. 
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Would You 
Bello v«. 

The Round Table had 
room for 150 knights - 
and one empty spot set 
aside for the Holy Grail. 

It's a small world. A 

grandnephew of Napo- 

Eon, Charles J. Bona¬ 
parte, served as U.b. 
attorney general under 
President Theodore 
Roosevelt. # ^ # 

Some scientists believe 
that most dinosaurs lived 

for more than a century. 

» * + 

James Buchanan is the 

only U.S. president who 

was a lifelong bachelor. 

* ■* * 

It waa Benito Mussoli¬ 
ni who wrote, “Journal¬ 
ism is not a profession 
but a mission.” He was a 
journalist at the time, be¬ 
fore he waa dictator of 
Italy. * + • 

Scientists at a Tennes¬ 
see nuclear research cen- 
. ter report that 
radioactive frogs are on 
the loose. They got their 
radiation dose from a 
pond near the testing 
center. J , 


* CROSSWORD PUZZLE * 


THE STAR 15 


By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

41 — Moines 

2 Prayer 

37 Hot under 

1 Appraised 

42 Acting 

ending 

the collar 

6 Money in 

parts 

3 Holding 

38 Bullfighter 

hand 

44 Dies — 

firmly 

40 Refer to 

10 Papas 

45 A la — 

4 Conceit 

43 Most 

14 The and 

46 Indian 

5 Waltz and 

uncanny 

15 Highly 

stringed 

fox trot 

45 Monopoly 

spiced stew 

Instruments 

6 Stupors 

48 Perch 

16 Guineas 

48 Landed 

7 Public 

47 Shoe part 

17 Partner of 

property 

promenade 

48 Ruhr city 

mortise 

51 Showered 

8 Fall off by 

49 Glove 

16 Gas conduit 

53 Some 

degrees 

material 

19 European 

painters 

9 Give up 

50 Lag behind 

capital 

55 Small bit 

10 Evolution 

52 Helpers: 

20 Literary 

68 Chair 

theorist 


collection 

69 Membership 

11 ByonsBelf 

54 Hawaiian 

21 Become more 

payments 

12 Evil spirit 

fBBBt 

strict with 

60 Kukla's 

13 Perfume 

56 Assistant 

24 American or 

friend 

22 Trevino 

57 Truman or 

Swiss 

62 Ms. Adams 

23 Spiel 

Myarson 

26 The Par East 

63 Drying 

25 Snip's car- 

61 Yarnmeas- 

27 Melodic 

chamber 

go space 

urement 

29 Backless 

64 English 

27 Up in years 


couch 

city 

28 Difficult to 


31 Prison, In 

66 Little — 

And 


England 

66 Grooves 

30 Roman dates 


32 Plebe 

67 Decreases 

32 Irishman 


33 Saratoga 


33 Hedges 


Springs 

DOWN 

34 Fruit 


is one 

1 Catholic 

36 Fruit 


36 Scholarly 

tribunal 

drinks 


39 Put up 
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IORDAN BRIDGE l 

Jly Gbassan Ghanom k 


Two diamonds revisted 

AN IMPORTANT point that should be (3) Supporting spades with interest in slam* 
.*WQed regarding the 24 opening which is an in view of the YK and the club singleton. 
J 11 ® 1 opening m the system, because il ( 4 ) Cue bidding, denying a club control since 
*Tp ,, lhe Intermediate two openings. opener could have bid 44 but he bypassed it. 

fne opening shows one suited hand (any (5) Cue bid, a king, since Aces where 
U. ijrely with four cards of a minor, but the denied, but it could be a singleton or void, 
^should have nine playing tricks and six or ( 6 ) Can not bid more from his side west stilt 
good cards, and it asks about accs have lot of club Losers. 

1 n\ Still Interested, showing none or two of 


P°* nl * s regarding responder's 
ant k-u a 1 . responder supports opener 
rWowthe gante level, it mc£s that he is 
fw?® if he supports it via a jump, 

that; he has a Limited hand and no 
^interest from his side: 

fr* pq :g» 

•♦.«4 — j S if* 




East 
2 * ( 2 ) 
3* (3) 
4¥(S) 
4N(7) 
6 # (9) 


with one suited 
tttocsfabdSfc* about aces. • 


(7) Still interested, showing none or two of 
the three top honors and a club stopper by 
inference. If East has one of the wp honors 
only, then he bypasses the 4N by bidding at 
five Level. 

( 8 ) Another Control in diamond and denies a 
club stopper since 5#> is bypassed. 

( 9 ) I have the club stopper. 

. The key bid in this sequence is 3* which 

shows interest in the slam. 

Replace a small diamond by a small club in 

Basils hand: 

4642 .. VK9875 * J6S *32' 

and the bidding goes ': 

West . 

2* 2 

2* 4* 

vi ' pass. — 

.. East jump Is a il « weaker lban 

bidding 3 # only by a control at least 



At the rubber man lactory 



The Ty-D-Bol family at home 
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